THE LIBRARY

‘The Mechanics’ Insitute Library was established in 1854 10 pro-
mote the technical and scientific arts. In January 1906, the largely
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ties collection of the San Francisco Mercantile Library. Althor
substantial portions of both collections bumed a few et
i the fire following the 1906 carthquake, the Mechanics” Institute
Library today houses an excellent current and retrospective col
lection, consisting of 160,000 books, periodicals and audiovisual
materials on subjects ranging from art, music, history. biography.
and philosophy, o the pure and applied sciences and the social
fences. A generous annual materials budget allows for the addi.
tion of approximately
of which is
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Library services include professional reference and rescarch assis-
tance, nterlbrary loan, online reserves and rencwals, and remote:
sttt Litrary' onlneculog s il
he Library offers members fr (0 the Intenet from ten
public compors and vieless et personal laptops
nctwork. Workshops bighbghng the Libay's
scs on searching the Internet and book ion
‘aroups are regular features of the cducational program.
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e he pre-compeion st ivn by e Grandiasein
Residence. Weekly lectures are also scheduled on Wednesday
evenings.

amonth, 1 Game-in45-Minutes tournament s played over
five rounds. This event, which typically atrzcts 40 to 60 players,
provides an opportunity to play a great deal of chess in one day,
Several times a year, the Club hosts mult-day evens including
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time to tim i invitational events are held as well. In recent
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“The Chess Club also offers a range of programs for children.
“These programs include Sarurday morning classes, monthly scho-
Jastic tournaments and a summer chess camp featuring some of
the top instructors on the West Coast

EVENTS

“The Events Program at the Mechanics' Institute presents over 0
author events, lectures and special progeams annually, hosting
Tocal, ational, and international witers and guests. Programs.
include authos with new fiction and non-fiction releases from
major publishing houses and small and independen presses. Oper
to members and the public, these programs offer provocaive,
timely, and engaging literary events on a variety of topics

‘The CinemalLit Film Series, created o highlight the Library’s film
calkection of more than 2,500 videocassettes and DVDs, features
weekly Friday night ilms on 4 new theme each month, Programs
begin with an introduction of the movie gence and themes by well-
Known local film crities and writers and conclude with a salon dis-
cussion involving the audience. The Mechanics' Insttute’s charm-
ing meeting room/members’ lounge, which seats up t0 80 people
provides an intimate, informal aumosphere for film viewing and
lively conversation.

Members and the public may also partcipate in various salons and
oetry groups which are facilitated by members.




