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IN REVIEW
The Batman Chronicles, Volume One, by Bob Kane 741.5 B334 v.1  

This year marks the 70th anniversary of 
the debut of Batman in the May 1939 issue of 
Detective Comics. DC Comics is reprinting all 
the Batman stories from the very beginning in a 
series of books called The Batman Chronicles. 
The original Batman is a different from the grim 
avenger of the recent fi lm The Dark Knight or the 
campy detective of the Sixties television series. 
First of all, he is called the Bat-man, not Batman. 
As one might expect, the fundamental character 
is there but the personality is undeveloped. He is 
all action and no thought.

There is a sense of unbridled creativity to these early stories that 
makes a reader feel that anything could happen to the characters. In December 
1939’s “Peril in Paris,” drawn by artist Bob Kane and written by Gardner 
Fox, Bruce Wayne encounters a man as he walks down the street. He is 
literally a man without a face: no mouth, eyes or nose on a blank of fl esh. 
Of course, this would be impossible, because without a nose or mouth the 
man could not breathe. He says that the evil Duc D’Orterre kidnapped him 
and burned away his face and features with a “terrible ray.” Bruce summons 
Batman, and the Caped Crusader is on the case. When Batman raids the 
Duke’s lair, he discovers a garden featuring fl owers with human faces 
that were imprisoned there by the villain. The fl ower people communicate 
telepathically with the Batman how to defeat the Duke and release them. He 
does defeat the Duke, but nothing else is said about the fl ower people, and 
the features of the faceless man remain blank at the conclusion of the story.

Robin the Boy Wonder was added to the cast less than a year from 
Batman’s debut. He brings a different tone to the series. The inclusion of 
Robin gives Bruce someone to confi de in and humanizes the hero. He is 
no longer so much a sinister and mysterious vigilante but more Robin’s 
and the reader’s pal in fun adventures of chasing down the bad guys. This 
lighthearted mood became more pronounced in the 1950’s and lasted for 
years until recently, when the character was once again darkened.
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Batman is a superhero whose super powers 
consist solely in his tremendous competence in 
acrobatics and fi ghting techniques and an ability to 
create trick weapons. In the 1939 strips, he employs 
glass vials of various chemical concoctions that make 
the villains unconscious or confused when broken near 
them. Later, the vials are abandoned for a more varied 
arsenal of gimmicky weapons that are stored on his 
utility belt. Over time, there has been a continual move 
from the original stark, eerie atmosphere to a more 
controlled one.

These fi rst tales offer us a stripped-down, 
unvarnished Batman without psychological fl aws or, 
for that matter, any psychology at all. Bruce Wayne 
was an uncomplicated adventure-happy vigilante 
who seems to take joy in the rough action. He was 
as unrefl ective as the kids who read his pulp thriller 
exploits. The stories were engaging right from the 
beginning and are no less entertaining to read in this 
accessible new edition.

Bill Schubert, Cataloging Librarian

 
 The battle between philosophy and science 
dominates the history of the development and use 
of anaesthesia for medical procedures. The common 
understanding of pain prior to the 1840s made the 
use of anaesthetics controversial. Many physicians 
believed pain aided in healing and was a stimulant 
that preserved the body. Christian doctrine held that 
pain was a necessary part of being human: human pain 
was God’s will. Science has ultimately won the battle, 
writes Snow, because anaesthesia is viewed today as 
the epitome of humanitarianism.

 William Morton used 
ether in surgery in 1846 
at Massachusetts General 
Hospital. In the years 
following this demonstration 
surgeons on both sides of 
the Atlantic used a variety 
of inhalants to ease the 
pain of their patients. Their 
experiments came with great 
risk as many patients—and 
medical practitioners—died 
from respiratory failure or 

other problems associated with overdoses of ether or 
chloroform. The medical community debated amongst 
themselves the risks and benefi ts of tampering with the 
natural healing benefi t of pain, but ultimately both the 
medics and the clergy came to see the alleviation of 
pain as the standard for care.

 As the development of anaesthesia progressed 
(with some horrifi c failures detailed in these pages), its 
use became standard in childbirth and in battlefi eld 

hospitals, as well as for 
surgery. Queen Victoria 
fi rst used chloroform for 
the birth of her eighth child 
in 1853, an experiment 
sanctioned by her husband 
but kept secret at the time. 
Vociferous criticism by the 
medical profession decried 
the use of anaesthesia 
for “natural labor” but the Queen’s successful pain-
free delivery changed the course of history. The use 
of anaesthesia in fi eld hospitals went against the idea 
of “masculine heroic fortitude” but became standard 
practice in both the Crimean War and the U.S. Civil 
War. Anaesthesia eased the horrors of battlefi eld 
surgery, opening the way for women to work as nurses 
in fi eld hospitals. 

 While medical practice benefi tted from the use of 
anaesthesia, unexpected by-products of its availability 
were not so benefi cial to society. Chloroform on a 
pocket handkerchief assisted street muggers and even 
assassins in their crimes. Many physicians and their 
assistants became addicted to it, as did patients and 
their caregivers. Moral questions of women rendered 
unconscious in the presence of men continued to 
dominate the debates well into the twentieth century.

 The story of the development of anaesthesia 
highlights the tug-of-war between progress and risk, 
between philosophy and science. This well-written 
history reminds us that progress comes with a price: in 
this case, a very human price.

Sharon Miller, Head of Public Services

Blessed Days of Anaesthesia: How Anaesthetics Changed the World, by Stephanie J. Snow  617.96 S67



 When I was about thirteen my family had a 
garage sale. The day wasn’t memorable so much for 
the novelty of selling one’s cast-offs in the driveway, 
but instead for the particularly embarrassing way that 
my dad ordered cheeseburgers and chocolate shakes 
at the Burger King drive-thru window—in an operatic 
falsetto.

 On Sunday, June 21st, the 99th Fathers’ Day 
will be celebrated in the United States. Though cynics 
may dismiss Father’s Day as just another “Hallmark 
holiday” compelling the purchase of cards and gifts 
and that mysterious meal called brunch, the purpose of 
a holiday is to provide the opportunity to give thanks, 
to be together with family, and to remember all those 
embarrassing moments.

 After brunch, satisfy your intellectual curiosity 
at the library. We have several new books on fatherhood, 
and we’re open from 1 to 5 in the afternoon!

Strong Fathers, Strong Daughters: 10 Secrets 
Every Father Should Know, by Meg Meeker  
306.874 M494

To become a strong, confi dent woman, a daughter 
needs her father’s attention, protection, courage, and 
wisdom. Dr. Meeker shares the ten secrets every father 
needs to know in order to strengthen or rebuild bonds 
with his daughter and shape her life—and his own—
for the better.

The Best Kept Secret: Single Black Fathers, by
 Roberta L. Coles  306.874 C69
Sociologist Coles challenges perceptions that too many 

black men run from the responsibilities of fatherhood 
and offers a new perspective on black male fatherhood 
that defi es conventional wisdom on the subject.

The Baby Bonding Book For Dads: Building a 
Closer Connection with Your Baby, by James 
di Properzio and Jennifer Margulis

 649.1 D59
Short, informative essays on baby basics.

Be Prepared: A Practical Handbook For New Dads,
 by Gary Greenberg  306.874 G796
Manly advice like how to change a diaper at a 
ballgame and clever guidance for the new fathers.

My Father Before Me: How Fathers and Sons 
Infl uence Each Other Throughout Their 
Lives, by Michael J. Diamond 306.847 D537

A powerful depiction of the unexplored reciprocal 
relationship between fathers and sons.

…and if you like blogs, check out:
The Poop—The Chronicle Baby Blog 
Life doesn’t have to end when you buy a minivan. So 
relax, mix yourself some Kahlua and Similac Advance 
Infant Formula™ and schedule a daily cyber-playdate 
with The Poop—the blog for parents of infants and 
toddlers in the Bay Area!
Over half of the contributing writers are fathers – 
adding a hilarious masculine element to these daily 
blog entries.  Go to http://www.sfgate.com, click the 
Living tab, then Moms.

Taryn Edwards, Reference Librarian
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DADDY DEAREST?

CHANGES TO NEWSPAPER SUBSCRIPTIONS

Please note that the print editions of daily 
newspapers The Los Angeles Times, Oakland Tribune, 
Sacramento Bee, and San Jose Mercury News are no 
longer available in the Library. The Sunday edition 
of the San Jose Mercury News, however, is still being 
delivered on Monday morning.

The Christian Science Monitor changed from a 
daily to a weekly publication on March 1. The Library 
also receives this paper on Monday morning.

Full-text electronic versions of all but the San 
Jose Mercury News are available at any time through 
the ProQuest database, accessible through the www.
milibrary.org website. The Library will also be offering 
an instructional class in searching this database on July 
8: “What to Do When Your Newspaper Dies.” If you 
have questions, or would like to enroll in the class, 
please contact the Reference Desk by phone at 415-
393-0102 or by email at reference@milibrary.org.

Susan Karplus, Periodicals Librarian



NEW TITLES
April 18—May 15, 2009

*Donations indicated with an asterisk.
BOOKS—FICTION
Berentson, Jane  Miss Harper can do it
Berg, Elizabeth  Home safe
Burnside, John  The glister
Chenoweth, Emily  Hello goodbye
Goldman, Ivan G.  The barfi ghter
Gwyn, Aaron  The world beneath
Hoffman, Eva  Appassionata
James, Tania  Atlas of unknowns
Johnson, Denis  Nobody move
Kirkpatrick, Jane  A fl ickering light
Klein, Daniel  The history of now
Korelitz, Jean Hanff  Admission
Lalami, Laila  Secret son
Larsen, Reif  The selected works of T. S. Spivet
Lipman, Elinor  The family man
Malone, Michael  The four corners of the sky
Mandanipour, Shahriar  Censoring an 

Iranian love story
Mankell, Henning  Italian shoes
Marsot, Vanina  Foreign tongue: a 

novel of life and love in Paris
Meno, Joe  The great perhaps
Michaels, Anne  The winter vault
Oz, Amos  Rhyming life & death
Picoult, Jodi  Handle with care
Recacoechea, Juan de  Andean 

Express
Roncagliolo, Santiago  Red April
Rosales, Guillermo  The halfway house
Sekaran, Shanthi  The prayer room
Shaw, Deirdre  Love or something like it
Shepard, Sara  The visibles
Tóibín, Colm  Brooklyn
Wang Gang  English
Waters, Sarah  The little stranger
Whitehead, Colson  Sag Harbor
Woo, Sung J.  Everything Asian

Espionage & Intrigue
Ignatius, David  The increment
Stone, David  The Venetian judgment

Historical Fiction
Atkins, Ace  Devil’s garden
Dallas, Sandra  Prayers for sale
Flanagan, Richard  Wanting
Gold, Glen David  Sunnyside
Sansom, C. J.  Winter in Madrid
Sellers, Susan  Vanessa & Virginia

Shamsie, Kamila  Burnt shadows

Mystery & Suspense
Baldacci, David  First family
Barcomb, Wayne  The hunted
Barnard, Robert  The killings on Jubilee Terrace
Barr, Nevada  Borderline
Baruth, Philip  The brothers Boswell
Belzer, Richard, with Black, Michael  I am not a cop!*
Bova, Ben  The immortality factor
Bradley, Alan  The sweetness at the bottom of the pie
Christie, Agatha  Postmark, murder: A Caribbean mystery, 

Nemesis, Murder in Mesopotamia, Appointment with 
death  (c1986; four mysteries originally published 
between 1935 and 1939)*

Dickinson, David  Death of a chancellor  (c2007; 
originally published 2005)*

Duncan, Elizabeth J.  The cold light of mourning
Flynn, Gillian  Dark places
Gilman, Keith  Father’s Day
Goddard, Robert  Found wanting*
Haddam, Jane  Living witness: a Gregor Demarkian novel
Ifkovic, Ed  Lone star: an Edna Ferber mystery
Isaacs, Susan  Past perfect*
King, Laurie R.  The language of bees
Langan, John  Mr. Gaunt and other uneasy encounters
McCall Smith, Alexander  Tea time for the traditionally 

built
McMahon, Katharine  The rose of Sebastopol
Malloy, Mary  The wandering heart
Marston, Edward  The excursion train  (c2006; originally 

published 2005)*
Nesser, Håkon  Woman with a birthmark: an Inspector Van 

Veeteren mystery
O’Shaughnessy, Perri  Show no fear
Pears, Iain  Stone’s fall
The Penguin book of Gaslight crime: con artists, burglars, 

rogues, and scoundrels from the time of Sherlock 
Holmes, edited by Michael Sims  P39g

Pintoff, Stefanie  In the shadow of Gotham
Stamos, Ann  Bitter tide: an Ellis Island mystery
Talton, Jon  The pain nurse
Ure, Louise  Liars anonymous
Yrsa Sigurdardóttir  My soul to take: a novel of Iceland

Science Fiction & Fantasy
Harris, Charlaine  From dead to worse*
McDevitt, Jack  Cauldron*
Stross, Charles  Halting state*

Short Stories
Campbell, Bonnie Jo  American salvage
Vollmer, Matthew  Future missionaries of America
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NONFICTION
Applied Sciences
Apache: inside the cockpit of the world’s most deadly 

fi ghting machine, by Ed Macy  623.7464 M177
Big ideas: 100 modern inventions (that have transformed 

our world), by Alex Hutchinson  609 H97
The global migration of ornamental plants: how the world 

got into your garden, by Judith M. Taylor  635.9 T2413
The man’s book: the essential guide for the modern man, 

by Thomas Fink  646.7 F49
Patents handbook: a guide for inventors and researchers 

to searching patent documents and preparing and 
making an application, by Fred K. Carr  (c1995)  
608.773 C311

Television: the life story of a technology, by Alexander B. 
Magoun  621.388 M21

Whole heart, whole horse: building trust between horse 
and rider, by Mark Rashid  636.1 R22

Arts
The complete Chester Gould’s Dick Tracy: dailies & 

Sundays, 1936-1938: volume four  741.5 G696
Crocheting in plain English, by Maggie Righetti
 746.43 R57c
Edwin Deakin: California painter of the picturesque, by 

Scott A. Shields  750.92 D278
The intentional spinner: a holistic approach to making 

yarn, by Judith MacKenzie McCuin  746.1 M13
Painting the impressionist landscape: lessons in 

interpreting light and color, by Lois Griffel  (Originally 
published 1994)  751.45 G849

Paul Newman: a life, by Shawn Levy  792.092 N554
The protest singer: an intimate portrait of Pete Seeger, by 

Alec Wilkinson  780.92 S451
Revolution in the air: the songs of Bob Dylan 1957-1973, 

by Clinton Heylin  782.421 D99h v.1
Rogues’ gallery: the secret history of the moguls and the 

money that made the Metropolitan museum, by Michael 
Gross  708.147 G87

Score reading: a key to the music experience, by Michael 
Dickreiter  (c2000)  781.4 D55

The sinister side: how left-right symbolism shaped Western 
art, by James Hall  704.942 H177

The Superman chronicles.  Vol. 1  (c2006)  741.5 S95c
Understanding composition: the 

complete photographer’s guide, by 
Steve Mulligan  771 M95

Vanity fair’s tales of Hollywood: 
Rebels, Reds, and Graduates and 
the wild stories behind the making of 
13 iconic fi lms, edited by Graydon 
Carter  791.43 V25

Biography & Genealogy
The art of the heist: confessions of a master art thief, rock-

and-roller, and prodigal son, by Myles J. Connor and 
Jenny Siler  364.16 C752

Beaumarchais: a biography, by Maurice Lever  92 B378L
The blue tattoo: the life of Olive Oatman, by Margot 

Miffl in  92 O115
Colin Powell: American power and intervention from 

Vietnam to Iraq, by Christopher D. O’Sullivan
 327.73 P882
The fi rst tycoon: the epic life of Cornelius Vanderbilt, by T. 

J. Stiles  92 V228s
Gabriel García Márquez: a life, by Gerald Martin
 92 G2163
The horse boy: a father’s quest to heal his son, by Rupert 

Isaacson  618.92 I73
The King of Vodka: the story of Pyotr Smirnov and the 

upheaval of an empire, by Linda Himelstein
 338.766 S641
The letters of Samuel Beckett: vol. 1, 1929-1940, edited by 

Martha Dow Fehsenfeld and Lois More Overbeck
 92 B396f
Love child: a memoir of family lost 

and found, by Allegra Huston  
92 H9723

The match king: Ivar Kreuger, 
the fi nancial genius behind a 
century of Wall Street scandals, 
by Frank Partnoy  332.092 K92

Meriwether Lewis, by Thomas C. 
Danisi & John C. Jackson

 92 L6748
My happiness bears no relation to 

happiness: a poet’s life in the Palestinian century, by 
Adina Hoffman 92 A3979

The peasant prince: Thaddeus Kosciuszko and the age of 
revolution, by Alex Storozynski  92 K858

The sisters antipodes, by Jane Allison  92 A413
The Sundance Kid: the life of Harry Alonzo Longabaugh, 

by Donna B. Ernst  92 S9572

Books & Reading, Publishing, & Journalism
The great digitization: and the quest to know everything, 

by Lucien X. Polastron  028.7 P76

Business & Management, Investment & 
Employment

Advanced accounting, by Paul Marcus Fischer, William 
James Taylor, and Rita Hartung Cheng  (c2006)

 657 F52*
The anatomy of buzz revisited: real-life lessons in word-of-

mouth marketing, by Emanuel Rosen  658.8 R82
Beyond booked solid: your business, your life, your way—

it’s all inside, by Michael Port  658.4 P83
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Credit repair, by Robin Leonard and John Lamb.  2009 ed.  
332.7 L58

Escape from cubicle nation: from corporate prisoner to 
thriving entrepreneur, by Pamela Slim  658.11 S63

Federal resume guidebook: strategies for writing a 
winning federal electronic resume, KSAs, and essays, 
by Kathryn Kraemer Troutman  650.14 T86

Global California: rising to the cosmopolitan challenge, 
by Abraham F. Lowenthal  337.794 L917

Investing with intelligent ETFs: strategies for profi ting 
from the new breed of securities, by Max Isaacman  
332.6327 I73

Me 2.0: build a powerful brand to achieve career success, 
by Dan Schawbel  650.1 S313

Meltdown: the end of the age of greed, by Paul Mason
 337 M41
The Monopoly guide to real estate: rules and strategies for 

profi table investing, by Carolyn Janik  332.6324 J33
A nation of farmers: defeating the food crisis on American 

soil, by Sharon Astyk and Aaron Newton  338.1 A85
The new coffeehouse investor: how to build wealth, ignore 

Wall Street, and get on with your life, by Bill Schultheis  
332.6 S386

Valuation: measuring and managing the value of 
companies, by McKinsey & Company, with Tim Koller, 
Marc Goedhart, and David Wessels  (c2005)

 658.15 K81

Description & Travel
Access New York City.  2008 ed.  917.471 W96
Access Philadelphia.  2008 ed.  917.481 A169
Best hotels Great Britain & Ireland: including the Channel 

Islands and Isle of Man.  2008 ed.  647.94 I59
The cafes of San Francisco: a guide 

to the sights, sounds, and tastes of 
America’s original café society, by 
A. J. Crump, Kristen Jensen, and 
P. Segal.  2009 ed.  647.9579 C12

The Canadian Rockies access guide.  
2009 ed.  917.11 L84

Fodor’s Arizona & the Grand 
Canyon.  2009 ed.  917.91 F65

Fodor’s Beijing.  2009 ed.
 915.115 F65
Fodor’s essential Europe.  2009 ed.  914 F65es
Fodor’s essential Scandinavia.
 2009 ed.  914.8 F65
Fodor’s exploring Japan.  2008 ed.  915.2 F65e
Fodor’s Hawaii.  2009 ed.  919.69 F65
Fodor’s Hong Kong.  2009 ed.  915.125 F65
Fodor’s Ireland.  2009 ed.  914.15 F65
Fodor’s Las Vegas.  2009 ed.  917.931 F65
Fodor’s Maine, Vermont, & New Hampshire.  2009 ed.  

917.4 F65

Fodor’s Montana & Wyoming.  2008 ed.  917.86 F65
Fodor’s New Mexico.  2009 ed.  917.89 F65
Fodor’s New Orleans.  2009 ed.  917.633 F65
Fodor’s Northern California.  2009 ed.  917.94 F65n
Fodor’s Patagonia.  2009 ed.  918.27 F65
Fodor’s Peru.  2008 ed.  918.5 F65
Fodor’s Rio de Janeiro & São Paulo.  2008 ed. 918.15 F65
Fodor’s San Antonio, Austin & the hill country.  2008 ed.  

917.6743 F65
Fodor’s San Diego.  2009 ed.  917.9498 F65
Fodor’s see it Britain.  2009 ed.  914.2 F65s
Fodor’s see it Western European cities.  2008 ed.
 914.04 F65
Fodor’s Shanghai.  2009 ed.  915.113 F65
Fodor’s Southern California.  2009 ed.  917.949 F65
Fodor’s Switzerland.  2009 ed.  914.94 F65
Fodor’s Tahiti & French Polynesia.  2009 ed.  919.62 F65
Fodor’s the complete African safari planner.  2008 ed.
 916 F65
Fodor’s Utah.  2008 ed.  917.92 F65
Fodor’s Walt Disney World.  2009 ed.  917.592 F65
Frommer’s Alaska cruises & ports of call.  2009 ed.  

917.98 F93c
Frommer’s Alberta.  2009 ed.  917.123 F93
Frommer’s Belgium, Holland & Luxembourg.  2009 ed.  

914.93 F93
Frommer’s Budapest & the best of Hungary.  2008 ed.  

914.39 F93
Frommer’s Costa Rica.  2009 ed.  917.286 F93
Frommer’s Edinburgh & Glasgow.  2009 ed.  914.144 F93
Frommer’s Hong Kong.  915.125 F93
Frommer’s Honolulu & Oahu day by day.  2008 ed.  

919.693 F93
Frommer’s Los Angeles.  2009 ed.  917.9494 F93
Frommer’s Montreal & Quebec City.  2009 ed.
 917.142 F93
Frommer’s Nova Scotia, New Brunswick & Prince Edward 

Island.  2008 ed.  917.15 F93
Frommer’s Poland.  2009 ed.  914.38 F93
Frommer’s Santa Fe, Taos & Albuquerque.  2009 ed.  

917.895 F93
Frommer’s Seattle.  2009 ed.  917.977 F93
Frommer’s Seville, Granada & the best of Andalusia.  

2009 ed.  914.68 F93
Frommer’s Sweden.  2009 ed.  914.85 F93
Frommer’s Thailand.  2008 ed.  915.93 F93
Frommer’s the Amalfi  Coast & Bay of Naples with your 

family: from charming resorts to Roman ruins. 2009 ed.  
914.573 F93

Frommer’s the Carolinas & Georgia.  2009 ed.  917.5 F93
Frommer’s Turkey.  2008 ed.  915.61 F93
Frommer’s Vermont, New Hampshire & Maine.  2008 ed.  

917.41 F93
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Frommer’s Vienna & the Danube Valley.  2009 ed.  
914.361 F93

Frommer’s Washington State.  2008 ed.  917.97 F93
Great destinations Montreal & Quebec City: a complete 

guide.  2008 ed.  917.142 G786
Insight guide Barcelona.  2008 ed.  914.672 I59
Insight guide Chicago.  2008 ed.  917.731 I59
Insight guide Colorado.  2008 ed.  917.88 I59
Insight guide Copenhagen step by step.  2008 ed.
 914.891 I59s
Insight guide cruising: all questions answered.  2008 ed.  

910.202 I59
Insight guide Florence.  2008 ed.  914.55 I59
Insight guide Hawaii.  2008 ed.  919.69 I59
Insight guide Holland.  2008 ed.  914.92 I59
Insight guide Paris step by step.  2008 ed.  914.436 I59
Insight guide Rome step by step.  2008 ed.  914.55 I59
Insight guide Russia, Belarus & Ukraine.  2009 ed.
 914.7 I59
Insight guide South America.  2008 ed.  918 I59
Insight guide Southern China & Hong Kong.  2007 ed.  

915.1 I59
Insight guide Spain.  2008 ed.
 914.6 I59
Insight guide Switzerland.  2008 ed.  914.94 I59
Insight guide Thailand.  2008 ed.  915.93 I59t
Let’s go Eastern Europe.  2008 ed.  

914.7 L651
Let’s go Thailand.  2009 ed.
 915.93 L64
Lonely Planet Alaska.  2009 ed.  

917.98 L847
Lonely Planet Amsterdam encounter.  

2009 ed.  914.923 L847
Lonely Planet Finland.  2009 ed.  

914.89 L847
Lonely Planet Ireland.  2008 ed.  914.15 L847
Lonely Planet Venice encounter.  2009 ed.  914.53 L847
Oregon coastal access guide: a mile-by-mile guide to 

scenic and recreational attractions, by Kenn Oberrecht.  
2008 ed.  917.95 O12

Rick Steves’ best of Europe.  2009 ed.  914 S84b
Rick Steves’ Budapest.  2009 ed.  914.391 S848
Rick Steves’ Croatia & Slovenia.  2008 ed.  914.97 S84
Rick Steves’ Eastern Europe.  2009 ed.  914 S84ea
Rick Steves’ England.  2009 ed.  914.2 S84
Rick Steves’ Europe through the back door.  2009 ed.
 914 S84e
Rick Steves’ Florence & Tuscany.  2009 ed.  914.55 S84
Rick Steves’ London.  2009 ed.  914.21 S84
Rick Steves’ Istanbul.  2009 ed.  914.961 S84
Rick Steves’ Portugal.  2009 ed.  914.69 S84
Rick Steves’ Prague & the Czech Republic.  2009 ed.  

914.37 S84

Rick Steves’ Provence & the French Riviera.  2009 ed.  
914.49 S84

Rick Steves’ Spain.  2009 ed.  914.6 R848
Rick Steves’ Vienna, Salzburg & Tirol.  2009 ed.
 914.36 S84
The rough guide to Bolivia.  2008 ed.  918.4 R856
The rough guide to the Dominican Republic.  2009 ed.  

917.293 R856
The rough guide to the Italian lakes.  2009 ed.
 914.521 R856
The spirit of Hadrian’s Wall, by Roger Clegg; words by 

Mark Richards  914.2881 C624
Through the Spanish Pyrenees: GR11: a long distance 

footpath ‘la Senda,’ by Paul Lucia.  2008 ed.
 914.65 C568
Time out Buenos Aires.  2008 ed.  918.2 T583
Time out Costa Rica.  2008 ed.  917.286 T583
Time out Dublin.  2009 ed.  914.183 T583
Time out Florence.  2008 ed.  914.55 T583
Time out London.  2009 ed.  914.21 T583
Time out London: eating & drinking.  2008 ed.
 647.9541 T583
Time out Mallorca & Menorca.  2009 ed.  914.675 T583
Time out Mexico City.  2008 ed.  917.2 T583
Time out Miami.  2008 ed.  917.59 T583
Time out Morocco: perfect places to stay, eat & explore.  

2008 ed.  916.4 T583
Time out Mumbai & Goa.  2008 ed.  915.478 T583
Time out New York.  2009 ed.  917.471 T583
Time out 1000 things to do in Britain.  2008 ed.
 914.2 T583
Time out 1000 things to do in New York.  2008 ed.
 917.471 T583t
Time out Paris.  2009 ed.  914.436 T583
Time out San Francisco.  2008 ed.  917.9461 T583
Time out Shanghai.  2008 ed.  915.113 T583
Time out South of France: Provence & the Côte d’Azur.  

2009 ed.  914.49 T583
Time out Vancouver.  2008 ed.  917.11 T583
Travel as a political act, by Rick Steves  910.2 S84
The Trinity Alps companion: hiking trails and angling 

tales in the California Wilderness, by Wayne F. Moss.  
2009 ed.  917.9414 M913

The unoffi cial guide to Las Vegas.  2009 ed.  917.931 U585
WineTrails of Washington: a guide for uncorking your 

memorable wine tour, by Steve Roberts; edited by 
Sunny Parsons and Seattle Publishing, Inc.  2007 ed.

 641.22 R647
Zagat America’s top restaurants.  2009 ed.  647.95 Z18

Domestic Arts & Skills
The complete guide to fi nishing basements: step-by-step 

projects for adding living space without adding on  
643.5 C73
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The complete guide to plumbing: modern materials and 
current codes, all new guide to working with gas pipe  
696.1 C73

Dirt: the quirks, habits, and passions of keeping house, 
edited by Mindy Lewis  648 D59

Modern spice: inspired Indian fl avors for the 
contemporary kitchen, by Monica Bhide

 641.5954 B575
The must-have mom manual: 

two mothers, two 
perspectives, one book that 
tells you everything you need 
to know, by Sara Ellington 
and Stephanie Triplett

 649.1 E46
Health & Medicine
The end of overeating: taking 

control of the insatiable 
American appetite, by David 
A. Kessler  613.2 K42

Feed your child right from birth through teens: a 
pediatrician’s notes on nutrition, easy-to-prepare 
recipes, and healthy snacks, by Albert C. Goldberg  
(c2000)  613.2 G61

Life in rewind: the story of a young courageous man who 
persevered over OCD and the Harvard doctor who 
broke all the rules to help him, by Terry Weible Murphy 
with Edward E. Zine and Michael A. Jenike

 616.8522 Z77
Master your metabolism: the 3 diet secrets to naturally 

balancing your hormones for a hot and healthy body!, 
by Jillian Michaels with Mariska van Aalst 613.25 M58

Miscarriage, medicine & miracles: everything you need to 
know about miscarriage, by Bruce K. Young and Amy 
Zavatto  618.3 Y68

The soul of medicine: tales from the bedside, by Sherwin 
B. Nuland  610 N96s

History
American heroes: profi les of men and women who shaped 

early America, by Edmund S. Morgan  973.2 M84a
Between the Alps and a hard place: Switzerland in World 

War II and the rewriting of history, by Angelo M. 
Codevilla  (c2000)  940.54 C66

The birth of modern politics: Andrew Jackson, John 
Quincy Adams, and the election of 1828, by Lynn 
Hudson Parsons  324.973 P268

Eiffel’s tower: and the World’s Fair where Buffalo Bill 
beguiled Paris, the artists quarreled, and Thomas 
Edison became a count, by Jill Jonnes  907.4443 J79

The enemy at the gate: Habsburgs, Ottomans and the 
battle for Europe, by Andrew Wheatcroft  943.61 W55

Exposition memories: Panama-California Exposition, San 

Diego, 1916, by George Wharton James and Bertha 
Bliss Tyler  917.9498 J27

The forge of Christendom: the end of days and the epic 
rise of the West, by Tom Holland  270.3 H73

Founders: the people who brought you a nation, by Ray 
Raphael  973.3 R21fp

How Rome fell: death of a superpower, by Adrian 
Goldsworthy  937 G62h

In reckless hands: Skinner v. Oklahoma and the near 
triumph of American eugenics, by Victoria F. Nourse  
344.7304 N93

Mannahatta: a natural history of New York City, by Eric 
W. Sanderson  508.7471 S216

Masters and commanders: how four titans won the war in 
the West, 1941-1945, by Andrew Roberts  940.54 R64

The Mexican Wars for Independence, by Timothy J. 
Henderson  972.03 H49

Picking up the reins: America, Britain and the postwar 
world, by Norman Moss  327.73 M91

Plain, honest men: the maki9ng of the American 
Constitution, by Richard Beeman  345.7302 B414

Potato: a history of the propitious esculent, by John 
Reader  635.21 R286

Potrero Hill, by Peter Linenthal and Abigail Johnston  
979.461 L754t  (Then & now)

Reminiscences of California and the Civil War, by Daniel 
Cooledge  979.4 F61

Vicksburg, 1863, by Winston Groom  973.7344 G87
We remember with reverence and love: American Jews and 

the myth of silence after the Holocaust, 1945-1962, by 
Hasia R. Diner  940.5318 D583

Language & Literature
The Amos Oz reader, by Amos Oz; edited by Nitza Ben-

Dov  892.4 O99
The classic guide to better writing, by Rudolf Flesch and 

A. H. Lass  (c1996)  808 F61
Close calls with nonsense: reading new poetry, by Stephen 

Burt  809.1 B973
Collected poems, by C. P. Cavafy; translated by Daniel 

Mendelsohn  889 C37m
Collected poems, 1956-1987, by John Ashbery; edited by 

Mark Ford  811 A81fc
Darwin: a life in poems, by Ruth 

Padel  821 D22
Endpoint: and other poems, by John 

Updike  811 U66e
Gods and soldiers: the Penguin 

anthology of contemporary African 
writing, edited by Rob Spillman  
808.8 G58

Home remedies: poems, by Sarah 
Kennedy  811 K349
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How to write better business letters, by Andrea B. Geffner  
808.066 G29

In search of small gods, by Jim Harrison  811 H318i  
(Poems)

Origins of the specious: myths and 
misconceptions of the English 
language, by Patricia T. O’Conner 
and Stewart Kellerman  422 O18

Paragraphs on translation, by Peter 
Newmark  (c1993)  418.02 N55

Poems from the women’s movement, 
edited by Honor Moore

 811.08 P744
Slamming open the door, by Kathleen 

Sheeder Bonanno  811 B697  (Poems)
The subversive copy editor: advice from Chicago (or, 

how to negotiate good relationships with your writers, 
your colleagues, and yourself), by Carol Fisher Saller  
808.066 S16

Truth and fi ction in The Da Vinci code: a historian reveals 
what we really know about Jesus, Mary Magdalene, 
and Constantine, by Bart D. Ehrman  (c2004) 813 E33*

Law
Plunder: when the rule of law is illegal, by Ugo Mattei and 

Laura Nader  340.1 M435
The Supreme Court and the American elite, 1789-2008, by 

Lucas A. Powe, Jr.  347.732 P881

Philosophy, Psychology, & Religion
A calendar of wisdom: daily thoughts to nourish the soul, 

written and selected from the world’s sacred texts by 
Leo Tolstoy; translated by Peter Sekirin  (c1997)

 087 T65
Deciphering the cosmic number: the strange friendship 

of Wolfgang Pauli and Carl Jung, by Arthur I. Miller  
154.2 P32

The inner journey home: soul’s realization of the unity of 
reality, by A. H. Almaaas  (c2004)  204 A44

Life is friends: a complete guide to the lost art of 
connecting in person, by Jeanne Martinet  158.2 M38L

The little book on meaning: why we crave it, how we 
create it, by Laura Berman Fortgang  204 F73

The narcissism epidemic: living in the age of entitlement, 
by Jean M. Twenge and W. Keith Campbell  155.2 T97

The other kind of smart: simple ways to boost your 
emotional intelligence for greater personal 
effectiveness and success, by Harvey Deutschendorf  
152.4 D48

The philosopher and the wolf: lessons from the wild on 
love, death, and happiness, by Mark Rowlands 128 R88

Practicing Catholic, by James Carroll  282.092 C319

The present alone is our happiness: conversations with 
Jeannie Carlier and Arnold I .Davidson, by Pierre 
Hadod and Marc Djaballah  194 H13

The pursuit of perfect: how to stop chasing and start living 
a richer, happier life, by Tal Ben-Shahar  155.2 B47

Rapt: attention and the focused life, by Winifred Gallagher  
153.7 G16

Reason, faith & revolution: refl ections on the God debate, 
by Terry Eagleton  261.2 E11

The rite: the making of a modern exorcist, by Matt Baglio  
264.02 B146

SuperSense: why we believe in the unbelievable, by Bruce 
M. Hood  153.4 H77

2012: the return of Quetzalcoatl, by Daniel Pinchbeck  
(Originally published 2006)  191 P647

The way of the Didache: the fi rst Christian handbook, by 
William Varner  270.1 V31

Why think?: evolution and the rational mind, by Ronald de 
Sousa  128.3 D467

Politics & Current Events
The co-presidency of Bush and Cheney, by Shirley Anne 

Warshaw  973.931 W295
The eliminationists: how hate talk radicalized the 

American Right, by David Neiwert  320.52 N41
A fi eld guide to the culture wars: the battle over values 

from the campaign trail to the classroom, by Michael 
McGough  306.0973 M146

For prophet and tsar: Islam and empire in Russia 
and Central Asia, by Robert D. Crews  (Originally 
published 2006)  322.1 C92

How Barack Obama won: a state-by-state guide to the 
historic 2008 presidential election, by Chuck Todd and 
Sheldon Gawiser, with Ana Maria Arumi and G. Evans 
Witt  324.973 T633

In mortal hands: a cautionary history of the nuclear age, 
by Stephanie Cooke  909.825 C773

Saviors and survivors: Darfur, politics, and the War on 
Terror, by Mahmood Mamdani  962.4 M21

Water: the fi nal resource: how the politics of water will 
impact on the world, by William Houston and Robin 
Griffi ths  333.91 H843

Pure Sciences
The genial gene: deconstructing Darwinian selfi shness, by 

Joan Roughgarden  591.56 R85
Gödel’s theorem: an incomplete guide to its use and abuse, 

by Torkel Franzén  511.3 F83
An orchard invisible: a natural history of seeds, by 

Jonathan Silvertown  581.4 S587
The 10,000 year explosion: how civilization accelerated 

human evolution, by Gregory Cochran and Henry 
Harpending  599.93 C66
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Wicked plants: the weed that killed Lincoln’s mother & 
other botanical atrocities, by Amy Stewart  581.65 S84

Reference
A consumer’s dictionary of food additives, by Ruth Winter  

664.06 W787
Diane Warner’s complete book of wedding toasts: 

hundreds of ways to say “congratulations!”  (c2006)  
808.51 W28

Encyclopedia of sports in 
America: a history from 
foot races to extreme 
sports, edited by Murray 
R. Nelson.  2 vols.  
796.0973 E56

The fi fties in America, edited 
by John C. Super and R. 
Kent Rasmussen.  3 vols.  
(c2005)  973.922 F46

MLA style manual and guide 
to scholarly publishing.  
2008 ed.  808 G43m

The Oxford guide to United States Supreme Court 
decisions, edited by Kermit L. Hall and James W. Ely 
Jr.  342.73 O98

Social Sciences
Ask me about my divorce: women open up about moving 

on, edited by Candace Walsh  306.89 A83
Between Barack and a hard place: racism and white 

denial in the age of Obama, by Tim Wise  305.8 W81
Borderline Americans: racial division and labor war in 

the Arizona borderlands, by Katherine Benton-Cohen  
305.8 B478

Columbine, by Dave Cullen  373.788 C96  (Columbine 
High School massacre, Littleton, CO, 1999)

Ecological intelligence: how knowing the hidden impacts 
of what we buy can change everything, by Daniel 
Goleman  333.7 G62

False economy: a surprising economic history of the 
world, by Alan Beattie  330.9 B369

Flat broke in the free market: how globalization fl eeced 
working people, by Jon Jete  306.3 J58

Globalization of water: sharing the planet’s freshwater 
resources, by Arjen Y. Hoekstra and Ashok K. 
Chapagain  333.91 H693

God is back: how the global revival of faith is changing the 
world, by John Micklethwait and Adrian Wooldridge  
306.6 M62

Going to extremes: how like minds unite and divide, by 
Cass R. Sunstein  303.484 S95g

The Herb Kohl reader: awakening the heart of teaching  
371.102 K79

How sex works: why wee look, smell, taste, feel, and act 
the way we do, by Sharon Moalem  306.7 M687

How women got their curves and other just-so stories: 
evolutionary enigmas, by David P. Barash and Judith 
Eve Lipton  305.4 B22

I could tell you, but then you would have to be destroyed 
by me: emblems from the Pentagon’s black world, by 
Trevor Paglen  355.14 P134

I didn’t work this hard just to get married: successful 
single black women speak out, by Nika C. Beamon  
306.81 B36

Invisible China: a journey through ethnic borderlands, by 
Colin Legerton and Jacob Rawson  305.8 L51  (Ethnic 
minorities)

The marriage-go-round: the state of marriage and the 
family in America today, by Andrew J. Cherlin

 306.85 C52
Nightshift NYC, by Russell Leigh Sharman and Cheryl 

Harris Sharman  331.2574 S531
The political philosophy of George Washington, by Jeffrey 

H. Morrison  320.5092 W318
The purity myth: how America’s obsession with virginity is 

hurting young women, by Jessica Valenti  306.73 V18
A reenchanted world: the quest for a new kinship with 

nature, by James William Gibson  304.2 G449
The towering world of Jimmy Choo: a glamorous story of 

power, profi ts, and the pursuit of the perfect shoe, by 
Lauren Goldstein Crowe and Sagra Maceira de Rosen  
391.41 C54

We are all Moors: ending centuries of crusades against 
Muslims and other minorities, by Anouar Majid

 305.6 M23

Sports & Recreation
Born to run: a hidden tribe, superathletes, and the 

greatest race the world has never seen, by Christopher 
McDougall  796.42 M137  
(Tarahumera Indians, Copper 
Canyon Region, Mexico)

Crooked: a history of cheating in 
sports, by Fran Zimniuch

 174.97 Z76
Fierce heart: the story of Makaha 

and the soul of Hawaiian surfi ng, 
by Stuart Holmes Coleman

 797.3 C69

Chess

Albert Beauregard Hodges: the man chess made, by John 
S. Hilbert and Peter P. Lahde  794.15 H689

The Chebanenko Slav according to Bologan: a popular 
chess opening explained by a top player, by Victor 
Bologan  794.122 B693*
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Chess explained: the Grünfeld, by Valentin Bogdanov, 
with contributions by Viacheslav Eingorn

 794.122 B674
Chess explained: the main-line Slav, by David Vigorito  

794.122 V691m
Chess secrets: great attackers, by Colin Crouch
 794.122 C95g
Dangerous weapons: the King’s Indian, by Richard 

Palliser, Glenn Flear, and Yelena Dembo  794.122 P16k
Fighting the anti-King’s Indians: how to handle White’s 

tricky ways of avoiding the main lines, by Yelena 
Dembo  794.122 D375

Gambiteer II: a hard-hitting chess opening for Black, by 
Nigel Davies  794.122 D257g v.2

Instructive modern chess masterpieces, by Igor Stohl  
794.15 S873

Winning chess middlegames: an essential guide to pawn 
structures, by Ivan Sokolov  794.123 S683

CHILDREN’S COLLECTION
Fiction
The curious garden, by 

Peter Brown
Quiet Bunny, by Lisa 

McCue
The runaway dolls, by Ann 

M. Martin and Laura 
Godwin; illustrated by 
Brian Selznick

Whitefoot: a story from 
the center of the world, 
by Wendell Berry; 
illustrations by Davis Te 
Selle

AUDIOBOOKS
Fiction
Atkinson, Kate  When will there be good news?
Burroughs, William S.  Naked lunch
Mystery Writers of America presents death do us part: new 

stories about love, lust, and murder, by Jeff Abbot, et 
al.; edited by Harlan Coben  D2852

Yates, Richard  Revolutionary road

Nonfi ction
The face on your plate: the truth about food, by Jeffrey 

Moussaieff Masson  641.3 M419
Twelve angry men, by Reginald Rose; directed by John de 

Lancie  (c2006)  812 R77tc  (Drama)
William Shakespeare: comedies, histories, and tragedies, 

by Peter Saccio.  3 parts  (c1999)  822.3 S119c

DVDs—FICTION
Children’s
The tale of Despereaux*

Classics
Billy Liar  (1963)
Moby Dick  (1956)*

Comedy
The knack, and how to get it  (1965)*
Shadow and fog  (1992)*
Twenty bucks: a comedy about how we spend our lives   

(1992)

Drama
Aristocrats  (1999) (3 vols.)*
Rachel, Rachel  (1968)*
The reader
Reefer madness  (1936)*
Slumdog millionaire

Foreign Languages
Painted fi re  (2002)*

Mystery & Suspense
Eastern promises

DVDs—NONFICTION
Desire  (2005)  305.235 D458  (Adolescent girls, New 

Orleans public housing development)*
Glass: a portrait of Philip in twelve parts  780.92 G549  

(Composer Philip Glass)
I can’t believe I’m crocheting cables, bobbles, & lace in 

motion  746.43 L437c
I can’t believe I’m crocheting! in motion  (2006)
 746.43 L437i
Paris is burning  (1991)  305.906 P232  (Minority 

transvestites, New York City)
Planet Earth: the complete series, directed by Alastair 

Fothergill  (2006)  333.95 P712

COMPACT DISCS
Classical
Adès, Thomas, 1971-  Living toys: debut  (c1998)*
Beethoven, Ludwig van, 1770-1827  String quartets: 

op. 18 no. 4, op. 135, op. 95, “Quartetto serioso”  
(Accompanies May 2009 BBC music magazine)

Handel on record  (Accompanies April 2009 Gramophone 
magazine)

Labèque, Katia and Labèque, Marielle  Piano fantasy: 
music for 2 pianos  (c2003)

Lang, David  The passing measures  (c2000)*
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MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE
LIBRARY

57 Post Street
San Francisco, CA 94104

415-393-0101

Lekeu, Guillaume, 1870-1894  Molto adagio, et al.*
Matsunaga, Kayako  Kayako Matsunaga, pianist, performs 

music by Iannis Xenakis…[et al.]  (c1995)*
Purcell, Henry, 1659-1695  Verse anthems  (c2000)*
The real great composers: Richard Strauss…[et al.]  

(Accompanies May 2009 Gramophone magazine)

Jazz
Hall, Jim, guitar  Panorama: Jim Hall live at The Village 

Vanguard  (c1997)*

Kenton, Stan, 1912-1979, conductor  Stan Kenton  
(c1996)*

Musicals & Soundtracks
Miller, Roger  Big river: the adventures of Huckleberry 

Finn: original Broadway cast recording  (c1985)*

Vocal Music
Dietrich, Marlene, 1901-1992  Art deco: the cosmopolitan 

Marlene Dietrich  (c1993)


