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Dear Friend,

Welcome to our 2025 annual report where we celebrate the people of Mechanics’ 
Institute! Our community is a finely woven collection of members, staff, volunteers, 
tenants, community partners, donors and residents who live throughout the Bay Area. 
We come together to think, play, read, write, discuss, and engage in creative pursuits. 

Reflecting on the past year, we recognize the richness and diversity of our programming 
that continues to expand in scope, voices, and impact. We are grateful for the many 
accomplishments that we’ve achieved this past year. And we have new mountains to 
climb as we grow our programs and events, expand our chess offerings, and provide 
more opportunities to read, write, gather and discuss. 

Highlights of the past year include: rebranding Mechanics’ Institute and creating  
an updated and user-friendly website (www.milibrary.org); building our tenant 
occupancy to 100%; hosting a stellar lineup of accomplished authors and emerging 
writers; partnering with an ever larger group of organizations to produce a range of 
diverse events; adding masters’ writing classes for intermediate and advanced writers; 
introducing Music at Mechanics’ with classical and jazz concerts; and launching a chess 
Grandmaster-in-Residence program.

Plans to renovate our library have been initiated. From member and community 
feedback and an assessment of our building, our changes include cosmetic upgrades of 
new paint, flooring, lighting, and furniture, as well as added private spaces for members 
to work and study. All this while we continue to deliver on a five-year financial plan to 
ensure strength and long-term sustainability for Mechanics’ Institute. 

We thank you for the many ways you have engaged with us this past year. And we 
appreciate the many stories you’ve shared about why this wonderful place is so 
important to you. We share in that love as we continue to care for this unique and 
special organization and its people. 

Our focus remains on bringing people together to spark dialogue and encourage new 
ways of thinking about the world. Our mission is to create opportunities for individuals 
to enrich their lives—through meaningful knowledge, valuable skills, and shared 
experiences. In a world that moves faster by the minute, Mechanics’ Institute offers 
a place to slow down, engage humanely, and build something lasting—together. 

With deep appreciation,

Katherine Bella 
Chief Executive Officer

Tom Lockard 
President, Board of Trustees
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Richard Laiderman 
Donor, Lifelong Lover of Learning—and Mechanics’ Institute Board Member
Favorite space: The spiral staircase stairwell and the entrance to the library 
on the 2nd floor
When Richard Laiderman moved to San Francisco in 1985, he found a slower, more 
curious city compared to his home of New York. He also found Mechanics’ Institute. 
That connection with chess, lectures, books, culture, and community has kept him 
involved. Richard values Mechanics’ as a rare space where intellect still thrives. “It’s 
a place where ideas are central, where thought is cultivated, and where diverse minds 
are not only welcomed but encouraged to gather and grow. That never gets old.”

Theodore Gercke
New Member, Student
Favorite space: Starting at the top of the building and wandering down to the stacks
A political science major at Hamilton College, Theodore found his way to Mechanics’ 
Institute while home in the Bay Area on summer break, searching for a place to read 
and think. What he found was transformative. “It’s unlike anywhere I’ve studied,” he 
says. Surrounded by books and thoughtful people, he finds himself more focused, 
more inspired. In contrast to the nonstop scroll of digital life, Mechanics’ offers him 
grounding and calm. “Mechanics’ Institute is a sanctuary, a rare place where learning 
is unhurried and deep.” Even when he’s far from San Francisco, Gercken plans to keep 
his membership. “It’s a commitment to a different kind of learning—one that values 
the journey as much as the result.”

Michael Warr
Mechanics’ Institute author/presenter, Poetry Editor, Of Poetry & Protest—
From Emmet Till to Trayvon Martin

“Mechanics’ Institute will always feel like my personal Time Machine, where I coexist 
in the past, present, and future. Its entrance is a portal to knowledge and to citizens 
who are curious, creative, and committed to dialogue, inquiry, and cultural exchange. 
No other space more effectively reflects San Francisco’s historic and contemporary life.”

Statistics
ADDITION OF  
NEW BOARD MEMBERS: 
Evette Davis 
Ace Elliott-Hernandez 
Cindy Hill 
Dana Jemison 
Chris Orsega

ADDITION OF

 600 NEW MEMBERS
representing a nearly 15% growth  
rate in membership year over year.  

Launch of new website and 
rebranding of logo and materials 
completed on July 1. 

A TOTAL OF

18,500 
LIBRARY VISITS
an 8% increase from the  
previous year.

TENANT OFFICE SPACES  
FILLED TO 

 100%  CAPACITY

 

The People of 
Mechanics
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Music at Mechanics’ debuted March 2025 with the Berlin-based Aris Quartet, 
one of the top-ranked music ensembles worldwide. Aris’ dynamic and 
expressive performance captivated our audience, and we knew that offering 
concerts at Mechanics’ would resonate with the community.   

Dedicated to supporting writers, Mechanics’ offered its first master class 
conducted by Tommy Orange, internationally acclaimed author of works 
including There, There and Wandering Stars, and 2025 MacArthur Fellow.

With year-round programming of contemporary award-winning established and emerging authors, writers, and poets—many 
from the San Francisco Bay Area—our year included an array of extraordinary authors, writers, and poets like Rita Bullwinkel, 
Karen Wang Diggs, Kevin Fagan, Arlie Russell Hochschild, Cathy Park Hong, Obi Kaufmann, Maxine Hong Kingston, 
Andrew Lam, Genny Lim, Melissa Ludtke, Lauren Markham, Viet Thanh Nguyen, Larry Tye, Jenny Odell, Tommy Orange, 
Aimee Phan, David Rieff, Rebecca Solnit, Ocean Vuong, Michael Warr, and Chun Yu.

Patricia Kristof Moy
Executive Director, Music at Kohl
Favorite space: 2nd floor, and the 
wood-paneled classroom surrounded 
by books on the 3rd floor

“The opportunity to collaborate with 
partners like Mechanics’ allows Music 
at Kohl to expose new audiences 
to music through touring world 
class musicians. Being surrounded 
by beautiful books in the historic 
library was heaven for the Aris 
Quartet and we’re so pleased that 
music lovers were enthralled. We 
are looking forward to ongoing 
collaborations in 2026.”

Chun Yu, Ph. D
Author, Poet, Translator

“Mechanics’ Institute is a jewel, 
there’s no place like it. What 
sets Mechanics’ Institute apart 
from other cultural arts groups 
is the special connection to the 
audience, many who are writers 
and editors—all of whom are 
very supportive. As I publish new 
works, Mechanics’ continues 
to provide a venue to support 
writers working in partnership.” 

Dr. Mark Calkins
Lecturer Emeritus,  
San Francisco State University
Favorite spot: Board room on 4th floor 
where the seminar takes place

“Mechanics’ has been a home for Proust for 
nearly 25 years. What a joy it has been to 
spend so much time with smart articulate 
people engaging with a book that I love and, 
in the process, that they have come to love. 
Members of the seminar are smart, engaged 
readers from various backgrounds and 
careers. When I tell others that I lead a Proust 
seminar, I am always sure to tell them about 
Mechanics’ Institute, an independent private 
library founded in 1854 to educate laborers—
what a great foundational intention.”

 What Our   
Community is Saying

Event Statistics
NUMBER OF ATTENDEES  
AT ALL EVENTS

5,135
NUMBER OF AUTHOR TALKS

40
BOOK GROUPS

42
MOVIES’ AT MECHANICS’

40
LECTURES AND LITERARY 
SEMINARS

24
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Ben and Mary Ann Whitten
Members and Legacy Society Donors
Favorite space: Ben—3rd floor reading room; Mary Ann—the book stacks.
The Whitten’s main interest is the library with its unique atmosphere: the beautiful 
building, the elegant and quiet reading room, the quirky maze-like stacks, the 
warmth of both the staff and the physical space. “That’s what drew us in and 
continues to do so. Mechanics’ is and will continue to be our cultural haven in the 
heart of downtown, always an integral part of our ever-changing San Francisco. 
For us, it’s as essential as Hetch Hetchy water is to San Francisco.”

John King
Retired Urban Design Critic,  
San Francisco Chronicle
Favorite space: Circular staircase

“The setting is terrific from 
the moment you step in the 
door. Mechanics’ has an almost 
unchanging, but very egalitarian 
club-like feel which is a rare thing 
in a constantly changing city.”

Marcia Leath
Volunteer
Favorite Spot: The library
Marcia Leath discovered Mechanics’ 
Institute by chance, attending an 
author event that led her to join 
on the spot. “I just knew it was for 
me,” she recalls. Today, she’s one 
of its most dedicated ambassadors, 
volunteering at author talks and 
Movies at Mechanics’ screenings to 
ensure visitors feel welcomed. For her, 
the library remains the beating heart 
of it all. “…What a treasure Mechanics’ 
Institute is—for all of us.”

Library Statistics
NUMBER OF BOOKS

116,000
MEMBER ENTRIES TO THE LIBRARY 

18,500 
eMATERIALS IN CIRCULATION 
(eBooks, Audiobooks, and eAudio)

8,755
VISITORS 

1,419
  

Library Highlights
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Kayla Howe
Parent of a Young Chess Player,  
Third Space Enthusiast
Favorite space: The chess room and the 
beautiful tile patterns on the 4th floor—
small details that say someone cared
Kayla Howe’s journey to Mechanics’ 
Institute started with a simple Google 
search: her 7-year-old daughter was curious 
about chess. What they found was far more 
than lessons—it was a vibrant, welcoming 
community. After signing up for a spring 
break chess camp, they were hooked. The 
instruction is excellent, but what truly kept 
them coming back was the people: the staff 
who take time with every child, the friendly 
faces in the hallways, the warmth that 

“feels very San Francisco in the best way: 
welcoming, thoughtful, personable.” While 
her daughter thrives in tournaments, Kayla 
has also found a kind of magic—a rare space 
where she can watch her child be engaged, 
curious, and challenged.

Our tournaments, classes, and on-site and community events bring players of all levels 
together on-site in our historic chess room, online, in after-school programs in San 
Francisco public and private schools, and at community events throughout the City. 

This year, Mechanics’ Institute’s appointed Sam Shankland, American Chess 
Grandmaster and 2018 US Chess Champion, as Grandmaster-in-Residence. 
Mechanics’ is the only West Coast chess club to offer a Grandmaster-in-Residence. 

Community outreach programs bring the game of chess to locations throughout 
San Francisco through our partnerships with Downtown SF Partnership at Mechanics’ 
Plaza; Union Square with the Union Square Alliance; UN Plaza with San Francisco 
Parks and Recreation Department; and Yerba Buena Gardens with Yerba Buena 
Conservancy.

Through school programs, on-site camps, and scholastic classes, our chess programs 
offer opportunities for youth from as young as 5 years of age. The academic 
year reached its peak with our annual youth tournament, held March 2025, with 
275 students playing in a free all day event at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. 

Vinay Bhat
Board Member
Favorite space: The chess room 
and the entrance to the library on 
the 2nd floor
Vinay Bhat first walked into the 
Mechanics’ Institute at the age of 
12 as a rising chess talent. What he 
found wasn’t just rows of boards 
or seasoned players, but a vibrant 
community. As a board member 
today, Bhat sees Mechanics’ as his 
lifelong chess home. “I’ve spent 
75% of my life connected to this 
place,” he says. But, Mechanics’ is 
more than nostalgia—it’s a vital, 
physical space in an increasingly 
digital world. “It’s a living bridge 
between San Francisco’s past and 
future,” he says—a place that still 
brings people together, still values 
ideas, and still makes space for 
quiet thought and connection.

Chess Highlights
Chess Statistics
TOURNAMENT PARTICIPANTS

4,540
TOURNAMENT SESSIONS

112
TOURNAMENTS

64
CLASSES

34
Scholastic Chess
SCHOOL SESSIONS PROVIDED 
THROUGH THE YEAR

370
PARTICIPANTS IN ANNUAL 
SCHOLASTIC CHAMPIONSHIP 

275
PARTICIPATING STUDENTS  
IN SCHOOLS

241
CLASS SESSIONS HELD

247
NUMBER OF YOUTH  
ATTENDING CAMPS

102
CLASSES PER SEMESTER

15
PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS

10
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Tenants John Alecca and Christell Lewis 
Young Audiences of Northern California

Favorite space: Christell—staircase; John—library.

John Alecca, outgoing Executive Director of Young 
Audiences, first discovered Mechanics’ Institute 
through a friend and longtime member while 
searching for a new home for the nonprofit. The fit 
was natural—a cultural and values-aligned match. 
Today, Young Audiences has settled comfortably into 
57 Post Street, and for incoming Executive Director 
Christell Lewis, the space has been “a delight.” 
Renting at Mechanics’ offers more than a physical 
home; it connects them to a wider community of 
members, staff, and tenants—with the bonus of 
working in a beautiful space.

Our Building

Building Statistics
TENANT OFFICE SPACES FILLED TO 

100%  CAPACITY
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Post Street Circle: $1,000-$2,499
Anonymous
Catherine Bator
Lindsey Crittenden and Craig Schillig
Loris P. Davanzo
Maria E. Dichov
Mason Duke
Paul A. Fisher
David B. and Stella Goodwin
Billy Green
Hannah T. Hale and Mark Hetts

Sandra Hess
Dwight L. Johnson
Arthur D. Levy
Mark E. Mackler and Wendell Choo
Fritz and Beverly L. Maytag
Paul McCauley and Joan Kugler
Jerrold and Jackie Moskowitz
Anthony Nash
David Rakonitz
Robert and Michelle Friend Foundation

Wallace Samuelson, Jr.
Stephanie Schreiner
Sekar Family Foundation
C. Augusta Stewart
Susan Theresa Taylor and Paul Utrecht
David L. White and Martha A. Truett
Peter Van der Naillen
Ben and Mary Ann Whitten
Alan Wofsy
Julie Zigoris

$500-$999
Anonymous
The Bartig Family Fund of the Sacramento 
Region Community Foundation
Theo Biyiasas
Matthew S. Blum
Russell Brandwein
William John Donaldson
Charles Eley and Miriam Phillips

Helen Goldsmith and Paul Heller
Mike and Lark Hilliard
Jay L. Hoffman
Kristin Levinson
Jennifer Lindsay
Donald R. and Virginia L. Meyer
E. Craig Moody
Susan E. Roos

Donald H. Rubin
Richard L. Segal
Steven J. Simon
Clark N. Starry
David Tepper
Joshua Thomas Wills
Richard Zitrin

$200-$499
Anonymous
Milton C. Axt, Jr.
Todd H. and Diane A. Baker
Renee Batti
Richard and Rickie Baum
Michael Beebe
Robert Benson and Mitzi L. Wortman
Rephah Berg
William E. Bowen
Mary Helen Briscoe
George J. and Suzanne Burwasser
Helene Cahen
Everett L. Campbell
Elaine K. Carpenter
Ann H. A. and John C. W. Carroll
Gale Mondry and Bruce Ira Cohen

Joseph M. and Clytia M. Curley
Carolyn Daniel
Benner Davenport
Robert J. Eldred, CFP
Ralph Fenn
John Ferreira
Jon Florey
Wesley Frazee
Richard and Ann Frobose
Genevieve S. Fujimoto
Jean E. and John M. Gallagher
Vikram Ganesh
Geoffrey Gordon-Creed and Jean Fraser
M. Elizabeth Graham
Elizabeth Groenewegen
Daniel Handler and Lisa Brown

John K. Hanft
James Hartley
Abby E. Herget
Lisa Honig
Barbara A. Keck
Carolyn Kenady
Eileen Keremitsis
John King
Robert Kossler
Roman Kownacki
Martin N. Krasney
Charles E. Larsen
Lisa Y. Shieh and Bernard M. Fine Fund
Juqi Liu
Frank Louie
Alan Lowe

Circle of Industry: $50,000+
Robert Mailer Anderson and Nicola Miner
The Morris and Alma Schapiro Fund

Founders’ Circle: $25,000+
Estate of Byron W. Macdonald 
George and Camilla Smith 
Patrick Wolff and Diana Schneider

for their generosity during the July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 fiscal year.
Thank you to all of our donors 

Pissis Society: $10,000+
Jennifer Braun and Raymond Ryan
Doug S. Huestis
Charles Henry James
Richard Laiderman and Jung-Wha Song
Tom Lockard
Manifold Fund
Charles K. McCabe 
Estate of Samuel and Barbara Skelly
Peter A. Reque
Lindsey and Keith Tonsager

Grandmaster’s Guild: $5,000+
California State Library
Bruce D. Celebrezze
Sandy and Dick Drew
Mrs. Louis O. Kelso
Stanley S. Langendorf Foundation
Kenneth Rainin Foundation
Peter B. Wiley
Stephen Yeazell and Ruth Fisher

First Edition Society: $2,500+
Katherine Bella and Jay Harris
Vinay Bhat
Sheila Cunningham and Tage Soderquist
Brad Diller
Gwen Feldman
Gertrude Bland Platt Family Foundation
Alex Gonzalez
Andrew Lewman
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James Lick Legacy Society
Anonymous
Terry Abraham
Sophia Lei Aldrich
Ted Aldrich
Elizabeth Andrews
Linda Au
Deborah Baird
Donald Billings
Patricia L. Brown
R. Douglas Butler
Stephanie Butler
Gregoire A. Calegari
Florence Cepeda
Marie G. Clyde
David J. Colt
Lindsey Crittenden
Sheila Cunningham

Thomas Durbin
Steven A. R. Edwards
Nancy Ewart
John M. Ferreira
James M. Flack
David B. Goodwin
McLean J. Hughes
Jane Hume
Mason Ingram
Frances Moreland Johns
Ralph W. Joy
Susanna Kalnes
Richard Laiderman
Shelley Lemon
David J. Madson
Stephen T. Martin
Virginia L. Meyer

Donald G. Michener
Marianne G. Michener
Marshall Ordway
Peter A. Reque
Nancy Lynn Robison
Theodora Rossi
Jim Shields
Mai N. Shields
Charles T. Sullivan
Judith M. Taylor
Vivan Varma
Mary-Ellen White-Vondran
Diane Whitmore
Benjamin Whitten
Mary Ann Whitten
Peter G. Wolfe

Tribute Gifts
Anonymous, in memory of Jeremy Silman
Matthew S. Blum, in memory of Daniel G. Blum
Russell Brandwein, in memory of Stephen Brandwein
Bonne Curtis-Leibee, in memory of Vladimir Pafrotieff
Angela Di Martino, in memory of Sandra Drissen
Martin N. Krasney, in memory of Rita Guiney 
Janet McKinley, in memory of George A. Miller 
Steven H. Rosen & Virginia L. Miraglia, 
in memory of Craig Jackson
Stephen Yeazell, in memory of Jeanette Yeazell
Manifold Fund, in memory of Nini McCabe
Richard & Rickie Baum, in honor of Tom Lockard
Carolyn Daniel, in honor of Sen. Corey Booker
Gerald C. Frattali, in honor of Richard Frattali
Sandra Hess, in honor of Joseph Irving Hess
Donald H. Rubin, in memory of Dr. Joseph L. Feingloss
Stephen Yeazell & Ruth Fisher, in memory of Jeanette Yeazell

Michael Lucey and Gerry Gomez
David J. Madson
Gerald P. Martin and Robert Taylor
Rob Mayberry
Linda A. McBain
Donald G. Michener
James R. Moore, Jr.
Paul E. Moslander
Steven Lee Myers
Bill Nichols
Michael and Elfrieda O’Neill

Nancy L. Ober and Eugene R. Alward
Roger Parodi
Francine T. Radford
Henry J. Ralston, III
Merrill S. Randol and Regis Kelly
Robert Renfield
William M. Richardson
T. Brett Roberts
Susan Rogers
Stephen M. Sagar and Susan Semonoff
Jack M. Saroyan

Siddarth Shenvi Priolkar
Russell Siegelman
Nancy E. Spero and Norman Brand
Laura Stefanski
Harold Stoddard
Judith M. Taylor
Richard L. Tower, Jr.
Mark D. Vestrich
Robert Weston
Nelson and Diana Wild

$100-$199
Stephen R. Baronian
William and Sarah Bastick
Elliot S. Beckelman
Bruce and Lyra Bengtson
Judith Ayn Bernhard and Byron Spooner
Carol Brownson and Paul H. Wermer
Charles Calkins
Terri L. Campbell
Bernard Choden and Lois H. Scott
John Coffey
James Cohee
Richard Compean
Paul and Carla Cooper
Mary Anne Courtney
Mary Cranston Foundation
Martin H. Denicke
Thomas Durbin
Bruce A. Ericson
Nancy Ewart
Denise Filakosky
Cynthia Folkmann
Gerald C. Frattali
Roderick Freebairn-Smith
John Friedberg
William Garner
Robert B. Graham
Margaret Hamilton
Max Hao

Jennifer P. and David M. Harding
John Hull
A. Roger Jeanson and Jean Mileff
Cyntia Karnes
Denise Kleinrichert
J. C. Laffranchini
Michael D. Lampen
Stephen Lawson
Jerome H. Lerman
Jeffrey Lerner
David Lindsey
Andrea LoPinto and Robert Carr
Priscilla Lore
Carolyn Lucas
Jordan Luttrell
Dennis Mandell
Eileen Marrinan
Sally Marie Martin
Robert C. May
Nion McEvoy and Leslie Berriman
Thomas O. McLaughlin
Ingrid and Bob Mendelsohn
Christopher K. Munoz
William D. Murray
Bart Nadeau
Paul and Sally Nasman
Murrey Nelson
Helen Noakes

Andrew Ogus and Pete Bullard
Dorothy Perry
Peter G. Platt, Jr.
Candice A. Potter
Richard and Catherine Robbins
Patrick Roche
Jeff Rodman and Adrienne Hurt
Steven H. Rosen and Virginia L. Miraglia
Susan Rugtiv
David Saldivar
Olivia Sears
Margot Sheffner
Stephen F. Shorb and Sondra Archimedes
Douglas N. Smith
Frederick H. Steele
Ulrike Sujansky
Edward A. Sullivan, III
Robert Turnberg
Jerome D. Vail
Edward H. Voigt
Erich V. von Neff
Richard C. Warmer
Susan Weisberg
Carl H. Wildenradt
George Wilkerson
David Y. Wong
Robert C. Yeager
Dinah Yee-Tom

$200-$499 (cont.)

Mechanics Institute 2025 Annual Report  |  9



Members 50-58 Years
Richard Babow
Roger Acton Chase
Lesley Emmington-Jones

James V. Larrabee
Sukey Lilienthal
Mark Marincik

Ruth Nolan
Richard C. Otter
William M. Richardson

Susan Rugtiv
Robert Siegel
Joann E. Wright

Members for 40-49 years
Linda Adams
Roberta E. Arguello
Lawrence Banka
John Botsch, Jr.
Nick Casares, Jr.
Daniel Stephen Clay
James Cohee
Christopher P. Cunningham

Patricia A. Daly
David Denebeim
Christian Erdman
Richard T. Fiory
Genevieve S. Fujimoto
David Goldstein
Michael R. Hilliard
John Hull

Jules J. Jelinek
Frances Moreland Johns
Peter N. Kadison
Daryl L. K. Kaneshiro
Ellen W. Leroe
Andrew Lipsett
Sally Marie Martin
Thomas O. McLaughlin

Greg P. Miller
Larry E. Morell
Jay E. Morrissey
John M. Mulcahy
Joseph J. O’Brien
James K. O’Gallagher
Andrew Ogus
Barbara Rutkowski

Stephen F. Shorb
Albert M. Starr
Michael J. Weber
Jack Weiss
Linda M. Wilford
Robert C. Wilson

Members for 30-39 years
Lori I. Austin
William R. Bacon
David A. Baxter
Michael S. Blum
James E. Boddy, Jr.
James J. Boitano
Carol Brownson
Patrick Burnson
Peter C. Carpou
Ann H.A. Carroll
Deborah A. Celle
Florence Cepeda
Jean M. Circiello
Harry C. Collins
Dorothy V. Connelly
Christopher Sean Cotter
Michael S. Daw
Martin H. Denicke
William C. Dietrich
Steven W. Dimmick
Eileen Donahue
Judith Dunham
Bernadette C. Dunne
William Dussault

Emlen H. Ehrlich
Bruce A. Ericson
Robert C. Estes
Charles M. Faulkner
Michael W. Fitzgerald
William E. Franklin
Alan Freberg
Raymond C. Freeman
Duncan R. Fuller
Jerome Garchik
Timothy S. Gaumer
James M. Gibbons
David C. Goldman
Joel Goldstein
David B. Goodwin
Robert B. Graham
David P. Grenell
Hannah T. Hale
Milo Hanke
Jennifer P. Harding
Faith Harris
Charles F. Hartel
Abby E. Herget
Lawrence S. Hing

Doug S. Huestis
Arthur Ismakov
Charles Henry James
Art Johnson
Kim O. Kellogg
Dione King
Kenneth K. Kitch
Michael Koehne
Thomas C. Koppel
Benjamin Kuhm
Victoria W. Lee
Jerome H. Lerman
David Levinson
James P. Lorentz
Timothy Z. Louie
Crista Lucey
Mark E. Mackler
David J. Madson
John R. Maerzke
Linda E. Mahoney
Victor J. Manocchio
Robert B. Marshall
Alexandra Marston
Steven A. Matosich

Linda A. McBain
Aubrey Moten
Caitlin Mullins
Edward Murphy
John W. Nichols
Scott Owen
John C. Paxton
Lynn L. Payerl
Ronald Pelosi
Gordon Phipps
David M. Pink
Francine T. Radford
Reed K. Rahlmann
Merrill S. Randol
Charles P. Rathbone
Nancy Lynn Robison
Michael Rodriguez
Jane H. Rokita
Samuel J. Salkin
Jack M. Saroyan
Frederik L. Schodt
Richard Shireman
William Snow
Edward A. Sullivan, III

Barbara A. Swan
Blodwen Tarter
David Tepper
Mark Terry
Susan Tierney
Eugene L. Valla
Frank Viollis
Kassim Visram
Norma M. Walden
Martha Webster
David A. Wegmann
Tom Whelan
Donald C. Whitton
Carl H. Wildenradt
Philip Bruce Williams
Russell K. Wong
Vivi Wyatt
Craig Yamamoto
Dinah Yee-Tom
David Zebker

Members for 25-29 years
F. Ross Adkins
Michele C. Anderson
Todd H. Baker
George Bannan
Janet Beach
Bruce S. Bell
Barbara Benjamin
Robert Benson
Sonja Blomquist
Dena J. Braley
Lynda A. Brommage
Jordan T. Bruno
Philippe Buchet
Richard Bullock
Ellen M. Byrne
Everett L. Campbell
Malcolm Campbell
Marc Capobianco
Bernard Choden
Steven Clarke
Julie Connery

Scott Cox
Pamela Crawford
Lindsey Crittenden
Jeffrey Edmund Curry
Brenda Dang
Barbara E. Demas
Kathryn A. Demas
Louise DiMattio
Joseph M. Evans
Linda Fanning
John Fay
Jim Eric Fisher
Mark P. Fredenburg
Mary Beth Frederick
Jean E. Gallagher
Joanna B. Gallegos
John Garvey
Laurence Gathers
Michael Lawrence Gaylord
Matthew J. Gianni
M. Elizabeth Graham

James L. Grant
Fred C. Greaves
Sandra Green
Peter C. Haley
Douglas M. Hamill
Mark D. Hanlon
Thomas Rex Hardy
Carmen Hermida
Loren Hickman
Philip D. Humphreys
Ivan Jakic
A. Roger Jeanson
Susan Karp
Betty Kacher Katcher
Eileen Keremitsis
John J. King
Richard W. Koepcke
Joshua Koltun
Arthur D. Levy
Jennifer Lindsay
Richard S. Lowry

Andrew Lueder
Barbara L. Lundquist
Kirk Marckwald
Deron P. Marvin
Candace H. Mathewson
Scott McCrea
Ingrid Mendelsohn
James R. Moore, Jr.
Gerald Mosheim
Paul Nasman
Patricia Neel
Brian J. Neilson
David James Olney
Jean M. Orino
Guido Piccinini
Scott Poling
Herman Pridgen
Marisa Rawling
Philip D. Reed
Steven H. Rosen
Richard F. Rovatti

Juanito Salangsang
Roger B. Schachtel
Jay L. Schaefer
Sean Kevin Schlemmer
Stephanie Schreiner
Lois H. Scott
Alvin D. Sered
Beau C. H. Simon
Kean L. Smith
Dale B. Speer
Daphne Stannard
George T. Sullivan
Judith M. Taylor
Joe Urquhart, Jr.
Mark D. Vestrich
Victoria W. Walsh
Thomas Walters
Jonathan West
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Financials

*�Note: This financial report does not reflect the changes in the endowment returns. 
For more information, please see our financial audit.

Income

Rental Income $1,165,728
Bequests, Donations, Grants $585,395
Chess Room Income $453,596
Event Income $55,841
Library Services Income $3,170
Membership Dues $308,539
In-Kind & Other Donations $491,157
Other Income $7,533
Restricted Funds Released $1,324,627

	 TOTAL Income	 $4,395,586

26.5%

13.3%

10.3%

1.3%0.1%

7.0%

11.2%
0.2%

30.1%

Expenses

Library, Chess & Events $1,657,160
Building $1,113,165
Fundraising $199,372
Management and General $934,732
MI Special Projects—
Professional Fees

$491,157

	 TOTAL Expenses	 $4,395,586

37.7%

25.3%

4.5%

11.2%

21.3%

 Mission
The mission of Mechanics’ Institute is to create 
opportunities for people to enhance their lives by 
gaining useful knowledge, skills and experiences in 
sharing ideas with others. 

 Vision
Mechanics’ Institute provides resources and nurtures 
communities that inspire people to explore, be curious, 
and express their creativity in our historic downtown San 
Francisco building and anywhere they are.
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Board of Trustees
Tom Lockard
President
Lindsey Tonsager
First Vice President
Lindsey Crittenden
Second Vice President
Richard Laiderman
Third Vice President
Alex Gonzalez
Secretary
Sheila Cunningham
Treasurer
Vinay Bhat
Evette Davis
Sandy Drew
Mason Duke
Ace Elliott-Hernandez
Cindy Hill
Mike Hilliard
Dana Jemison
Chris Orsega
Patrick Wolff

Staff 
EXECUTIVE
Katherine Bella
Chief Executive Officer
Mark Morgan
Executive Assistant

ADVANCEMENT
Candler Gibson
Senior Director of 
Advancement
Danica Dito
Annual Fund and 
Marketing Manager
Heather Miles
Membership and Donor  
Database Administrator

CHESS
Alex Robins
Chess Director
Christian Brickhouse
Chess Program Manager
Judit Sztaray
Head of Tournaments
Scott Mason
Lead Tournament Director

Abel Talamantaz
Lead Tournament Director
Arthur Liou
Tournament Director
Danny Cao
Lead Chess Coach
Marcie Yang
Lead Chess Coach

Chess Coaches:
Sophie Adams 
Andrew Braithwaite
Daniel Cremisi
Richard Hack
Dennis ‘Zorba” Hughes
Nate Lalau
Thu Le
Maksim Manakoff
Raghu Rajaram
Ian Wessen
Elliott Winslow

FINANCE
Jen Desideri
Finance Director

LIBRARY & OPERATIONS
Bobbie Monzon
Senior Director of 
Operations
Myles Cooper
Library Manager
Keane Ng
Technical Services Manager
Jessica Jaramillo
User Services Librarian
Jenny Huynh
Head of Circulation
Cherilyn Chang
Library and Cataloging 
Assistant
Violet Daar
Library Assistant
Elizabeth Harrison
Library Assistant
Kevin Lum
Library Assistant
Lawrence Morris
Library Assistant
Matthew Stein
Library Assistant

Sophie Schwarz 
Library Assistant
Ian Tatum
Library Assistant
Vernita Lyons
Senior Manager of 
Operations
Mohammed S. Shaikh
Facilities Manager
Jennifer Moon
Lobby Attendant
Nelson Viray
Lobby Attendant
Lidia Zuleta
Lobby Attendant

PROGRAMS & EVENTS
Andy Talajkowski
Program Director
Laura Sheppard
Senior Producer
Kiran Kaur
Programs Coordinator

Volunteers 

Sophie Aldrich#

Leon Alston¸chess
Michele Anderson#

Renee Batti#

Paul Blum*
Bright Knights*
Diana Carter#

Hamilton Carter#

Hamilton “Hammie” Carter Jr.#

Sam Carter#

Kory Cogdill*
Dawon—Bright Knights
Colette Duncan#

Kenneth Fung*
David Grenell+
Hong Guan*
Wendy Hall#

Mariela Haro*
Hong—Bright Knights
Michael Hsu*

Dana Jemison+
Sheng Jian*
Judith Kahn#

Sherry Kelley+
Kumiko Komori*
Katie Korzun#

Eric Lai*
Marcia Laith#

Linda Mahoney+
Duane Miller*

Edwin Ng*
Jaime Ng*
Vincent Ng*
Lilli Paratore*
Adrienne Parker Meyers+
Guillermo Rey*
Korey Reynolds*
Chris Robins*
Neha Sharan*
Steve Simon# 

Gabriel Ortega Tanguay*
Borbala “Bori” Sztaray*
Yinze Tan*
Ian Tingley*
Dennis Tocol*
Claude Matthew Lucero 
Villamor*
Michelle Woo*
Dawson Wu*
Bily Yu*

* Chess Volunteer  # Events Volunteer  + Library Volunteer

57 Post Street 
San Francisco, CA 94104 

www.milibrary.org

Library Interns
Roya Flin Koutchekinia
Justin Gaynor
Michael Loebs 

Membership & Support
Your support makes a significant impact at Mechanics’ Institute; please consider making  
a tax-deductible donation today at www.milibrary.org/give to support ongoing efforts. 

Membership Inquiries: 	  415.393.0105  |  membership@milibrary.org
Become A Member:	 milibrary.org/membership/become-a-member
Renew Today:	 milibrary.org/membership/renew-today
Donate:	 milibrary.org/donate 

Follow us:

#MILibrary @milibrary

http://www.milibrary.org/give
mailto:membership%40milibrary.org?subject=
http://milibrary.org/membership/become-a-member
http://milibrary.org/membership/renew-today
http://milibrary.org/donate 


