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Acropolis, Athens 

Redwood Library & 
Athenaeum 

Reinvention and tradition at 
the margins 



Temple of knowledge prominently located on top of a hill to 
be seen from the banks of Narragansett Bay 

Today one can only catch a very narrow glimpse of 
Narragansett Bay from some of the east-west oriented streets  



Literacy rates in early America 

Abraham Redwood (1709-1788) 



Benjamin Franklin by John Trumbull 
ca. 1776  
Yale University Art Gallery 

Joseph Marie Terray by Alexander Roslin 
1774 









The Redwood Library in 1767 
 Watercolor drawing in the notebook of Pierre Eugène du Simitière 



A design in vogue in England and published in the Fourth Book of 
Andrea Palladio’s Architecture 



Plan of Harrison Room 

Garden Pavillion designed by William Kent for 
Sir Charles Hotham  
Published by Isaac Ware in Designs of Inigo Jones and others (1735) 



Earl of Burlington, House in Chiswick 
Published in William Kent, Design of Inigo Jones (1727) 
Edward Hoppus, Fourth Book, Andrea Palladio’s Architecture 

South Elevation of the Reading Room 
Translocation of the three Venetian windows 



In 1833 its name was changed to the Company of the 
Redwood Library and Athenaeum to reflect its growth as 
an educational and cultural institution.” 
- David Stam International Dictionary of Library Histories (2001) 





Historic Site 

Museum 
Lending Library and Reading Room 

Research 
Center 



PUBLIC  
HUMANITIES  







 
-Locus of community engagement 
- Culture and education as catalyst  
-Programmatic Innovation  
-Compelling Activation of Public Spaces 
-Visitor Experience 
-Engagement beyond Buildings 
-Financial Stability 

 
 
 

The Way Forward…Athenaeum in 
its many roles 



Athenaeum as public forum  





Rochambeau National Park Service Project  
June 17, 2016  

Athenaeum as a cultural 
& educational center 



Pell School 1St Graders Class Field Trip 
June 23, 2016 

Athenaeum as a cultural 
& educational center 



Athenaeum as a cultural & 
educational center 



Athenaeum as a cultural 
& educational center 









“Whereas, Abraham Redwood, Esquire, hath generously engaged to 
bestow five hundred pounds sterling, to be laid out in a collection of 
useful books suitable for a Public Library proposed to be erected in 
Newport aforesaid, and having nothing in view but the good of 
mankind…” 

Useful knowledge & community engagement  



Athenaeum as museum 



Newport Designs 
Opening Reception 
 
Collaboration with Newport 
Architectural Forum  
March 10, 2016 

Athenaeum as museum 



Athenaeum as museum 

Future Retro: Car Drawings from the Great Age of 
American Automobiles  
 
Collaboration with Audrain Automobile Museum   



The Way Forward…Compelling Activation of Public Spaces 



The Way Forward…  
 -Financial Stability 
 
 

Shares Program for Debt Reduction 





Tennis in Newport: June 1 – August 30, 2016 

Strategic Partnerships 





Athenaeum: Generating Knowledge 
in the “Republic of Letters” 



The Way Forward…Financial Stability 
Marketing and Outreach 







Athenaeum: the oldest and the newest 



The lure & permanence of the book 







That’s Edutainment! 




