
Benificent Neutrality: 
Cultural common ground at Melbourne’s Athenaeum 

  



www.melbourneathenaeum.org.au 







To continue into our third century as a vibrant 
cultural institution in Melbourne by providing: 
 

• A city-based centre for meeting, browsing, reading and 
attending cultural events; 

• A recreational library service that draws on the best of current 
technology;  

• A friendly and professional service; 
• A lending collection of recreational reading which is of national 

significance;  
• Public lectures, tours, exhibitions and other cultural events; 
• Enhanced leisure services, such as comfortable seating, 

magazines, book clubs and small discussion groups;  
• Regular newsletters to members, An accessible historical 

resource available to those interested in Melbourne’s history; 
• A well-maintained historic building which provides venues for a 

range of cultural events of significance to the city of Melbourne. 
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Melbourne Athenaeum Library c. 1957 



The Melbourne Athenaeum Theatre, 2016 
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