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Mosley Street in the 19th century – most elegant in Manchester 



The Liverpool Lyceum – Bold Street, Liverpool 



The interior of the Portico when it occupied the whole building 







The newsroom 



William and Elizabeth Gaskell 



Robert Peel Jnr (Prime Minister)

  

Peter Mark Roget  



John Dalton 



Elizabeth Gaskell 

Charlotte Bronte 





The new dome 

designed by Joseph 

Sunlight, separating 

the ground floor 

from the mezzanine 





Early gallery set-up 



The domed divider used as storage and 

hidden behind the gallery screens 



Possibly the first Soiree 

held in the Portico with 

mulled wine, making the 

evening more convivial 

and, probably, getting 

everyone drunk into the 

bargain …. 



Perfectly sober performers under the dome and on top of a  

bookcase – nothing to do with mulled wine! 





The removal of the dome 



The new flooring for the Portico Gallery 



The Gallery to 2015 – with café area 



Portico Prize award evening in the Great Hall of Manchester’s Gothic Town Hall Portico Prize award evening in the Great Hall of Manchester’s Gothic Town Hall 



Portico Prize 2012 – shortlisted 

Fiction Authors at The Portico – with 

Manchester Literature Festival and 

Arts Council England 



Portico Prize 2012 – shortlisted authors 



Young Writers’ masterclass 2012 



Winners of Portico Prize for Young Writers 2010, with Madeleine Bunting, (3rd 

from left) winner of The Portico Prize non-Fiction Category 2010 and (2nd from 

right) Sarah Hall, winner of The Portico Prize Fiction category 2010). In the 

background is one of the murals by Ford Madox Brown, depicting an episode in 

the history of Manchester, in the Great Hall of Manchester Town Hall. 



Portico Sadie Massey Inspiration workshop – April 2016 



Conflict Exhibition 







Author’s Question Time – 2009 (a group of school children up to 14 years 

of age were given books by four Manchester authors to read then ask 

them questions at a chaired panel 



A Victorian Science Spectacular – Manchester Science Festival, 2014 



Manchester Histories Festival 2014 



Yours sincerely – Conference (June 2013) 



The Gallery laid out today 



Schools’ Art Exhibition and Prize 2003 

Gé Orthof – A Many Splendoured Thing June 2016 -  in the run-up to 2016's 

Rio de Janeiro Olympic Games, Brazilian contemporary artist Gê was resident in 

the Portico Library gallery space, interacting with visitors and creating works 

responding to the collection   
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