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through Internet

Archive
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What’s In the Collection? 

• 30,000 bound volumes, fewer than half of 
which are monographs

• Collection emphasis in trade literature, 
magazines, zines, and topical government 
documents

• another roughly 30,000 pieces of printed 
pamphlet literature, fragile documents, and 
other ephemera



Rows One and Two: 
histories of American cities, places, geographies, 
and ground-based infrastructure





From the Detroit Public Library’s international collection 
of mechanical and motorized transportation history



Rows Three and Four: 
art, design, advertising, media, telecommunications 





Row Five: 
social and political history
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Simnuke exhibit, Rx Gallery (2005)



Earth Day Library, McLaren Park, San Francisco (2006)
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Bay Observatory Library, The Exploratorium (2013)
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Bay Observatory Library, The Exploratorium (2013)



Temple Contemporary, at Temple University (2015)



Market Street Prototyping Festival (2015)
in collaboration with Studio for Urban Projects
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Matthew Mullins (2010)



Felicity Tayler (2011)
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PLACE TALKS presented by Nicole Lavelle

Visual lectures about location and related topics

at the Prelinger Library • 301 8th Street #215, San Francisco
Thursdays • Open Library Hours at 5pm • Lecture at 7:30pm

by real live Bay Area people (artists, writers, archivists, librarians...)

prelingerlibrary.org/home/artists/place-talks
Free and open to the public— all are welcome!

For more info...

September 17 
 

October 22 

November 19

Charlie Macquarie Mountain, Ocean, Desert -or-  
Institutes of Place and other Approximate Locations 

Renée Rhodes Visitor Center

Hallie Chen Grid Logic in the Bay City
Joshua Peder Stulen Stadium Projects: The Stadium as Place Maker

Kate Dundon A System for Everything in the Lick Observatory Archive 
Bennett Williamson South Bay Cable Cutters

Nicole Lavelle: Place Talks (2015, 2016)



PLACE TALKS presented by Nicole Lavelle

Visual lectures about location and related topics

at the Prelinger Library • 301 8th Street #215, San Francisco
Thursdays • Open Library Hours at 5pm • Lecture at 7:30pm

by real live Bay Area people (artists, writers, archivists, librarians...)

prelingerlibrary.org/home/artists/place-talks
Free and open to the public— all are welcome!

For more info...

September 17 
 

October 22 

November 19

Charlie Macquarie Mountain, Ocean, Desert -or-  
Institutes of Place and other Approximate Locations 

Renée Rhodes Visitor Center

Hallie Chen Grid Logic in the Bay City
Joshua Peder Stulen Stadium Projects: The Stadium as Place Maker

Kate Dundon A System for Everything in the Lick Observatory Archive 
Bennett Williamson South Bay Cable Cutters

Nicole Lavelle: Place Talks (2015, 2016)



February, 2016 
California College of the Arts



March, 2016 Timeless Motion
animation workshop

Timelessmotion Collective
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March, 2016
San Francisco State University 

photography class



Sylvia Herbold, 
Artist in Residence (2016)



Three Ways of Being an Artists’ Library 

•  The Library Itself Is an Installation Artist

• The Library Is an Artists’ Workshop

• The Library invites artistic contributions



Vanessa Renwick, 
Patriot Act (2006)



Michael Swaine, 
Utopia Chair (2015)



Donovan Beeson, 
Library Stamp (2016)
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UC Santa Cruz
Film & Digital Media student research visit



Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Bogotá
Graphic Design history department student research visit



2015 Library Yearbook



Institutions Represented by Student, Graduate Student,  
 and Faculty Research in 2015 and 2016 

New York University
University of Chicago

UC Berkeley
UC Santa Cruz

UC Merced
San Francisco State University
Golden Gate Audubon Society

California Academy of Sciences
Stanford University

CCA
SFAI



Library visitorship statistics: 

2004 – open

2005 – 350 research visits 

2007 – 900 research visits 

2015 – over 1250 research visits 

[open 1 – 3 days a week]



The Library’s People

Collections Volunteer 
Sarah Benlolo 

Volunteer Guest Host 
Librarians

Carolee Gilligan Wheeler
Charlie Macquarie

Bryan Boyce
Adrianne Finelli

2016 Artists in Residence
Nicole Lavelle
Sylvia Herbold

Sherri Wasserman



Thank you!

www.prelingerlibrary.org

Megan & Rick Prelinger 
Library co-founders 

and primary hosts

info@prelingerlibrary.org

mailto:info@prelingerlibrary.org





