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Mechanics’ Institute
M E M B E R S ’  N E W S L E T T E R

LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION AND NEW SERVICES

Executive Director Jim Flack retired in August after fifteen years with MI.  Ably steering the Institute 
into the twenty-first century, we now salute him and hope he enjoys the next phase in life.  

Meanwhile, we are pleased to welcome Ralph Lewin as the Mechanics’ Institute’s new Executive 
Director.  Mr. Lewin assumed his new duties in September. He comes to us after serving six years as 
President and CEO of Cal Humanities, where he was a fierce advocate for the support of the humanities 
in California and nationwide. Mr. Lewin serves on the boards of the Federation of State Humanities 
Councils and the University of California Humanities Research Institute and is on the editorial board of 
the magazine BOOM: A Journal of California. He was born in San Francisco, raised in San Diego, and now 
lives locally with his wife, Caitlin Mohan, and sons Sam and Leo.

“I am honored and thrilled to be entrusted with the leadership of the Mechanics’ Institute,” Mr. Lewin 
said. “I look forward to working with the board, staff, members and supporters to create an exciting new 
chapter in the Mechanics’ Institute’s development. I firmly believe that the work of the Mechanics’ Institute 
always has been and will be essential to the DNA of the Bay Area. The excellent library, vibrant lectures and 
conversations, and the world renowned chess club are something that each person in the Bay Area should 
know about and support.” 

Ralph already seems to have fallen in love with the Mechanics’ Institute - its history, its spirit, and the 
collective charm of its members. He has a warm personality and a ready smile. If you see him feel free to introduce yourself!

                              — Taryn Edwards
                       Member Relations and Marketing Specialist

RALPH LEWIN: OUR NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I am well into my second year as Library Director and love 
coming to the Mechanics’ Institute each day, interacting with you, 
our members, and working with our dedicated and hard working 
staff. We are committed to providing great library resources, 
research support, programming and instructional 
classes for you.

Thanks to a generous bequest by Garfield 
McNamara, we are taking inventory of our 
Mechanics’ archives to preserve and make them 
available, either in their original print format or 
digitally if they are too delicate to handle. This 
is an ongoing project – stay tuned for more 
information.

You may have noticed construction on the 
2nd floor and painting in the 3rd floor alcove 
that houses our magazines. As part of the archives 
project, we are installing a new archival quality 
display cabinet on the 2nd floor where the DVDs 
have been shelved. (The DVDs will shift over to 
the opposite wall.) This new cabinet will enable us to display our 
archival materials, special collections and other items on a rotating 
basis. The centerpiece of this cabinet display area will be our 1854 
Bridgens Map of the City of San Francisco, that now hangs outside my 

office. We plan to have our first exhibit in early 2015.
The newly repainted 3rd floor East wall will be the backdrop 

for Andrew Smith Hallidie’s portrait that for years hung above the 
DVDs on the 2nd floor. He was a dedicated and long running 

president of the Institute, as well as being the father 
of San Francisco’s cable car.  We hope he enjoys his 
new vista over the 3rd floor reading room and that 
you enjoy his recently restored portrait and frame. 

Members and library staff have been disappointed 
at the selection of eBooks that OverDrive offered us. 
Effective November 1, we have subscribed to Baker 
& Taylor’s Axis 360 eBook library and will have 
access to over 700,000 titles, including bestsellers 
and popular fiction and nonfiction titles.

2015 marks the Centennial of the Pan Pacific 
International Exposition (PPIE) and we are one of 
the major partners in this citywide celebration. We 
will be hosting many PPIE events in 2015. Watch 
for programming information starting in December.

In July, we had our first evening tour and it was a resounding 
success with 56 guests. Now in addition to our weekly Wednesday 
noon tours, we are holding quarterly evening tours. Please come 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 8)
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We opened the Fall 2014 season with award-winning journalist Lawrence Wright, 
for his new book, Thirteen Days in September: Carter, Begin, and Sadat at Camp David, 
which described the historic process and significance of the 1978 Camp David Accord, 
highlighting the fissions and compromises made by Israeli President Menachem Begin 
and Egyptian President Awar Sadat, brokered by President Jimmy Carter and advisors.

October had a whirlwind of author events starting off with John Lahr’s compelling 
biography, Tennessee Williams: Mad Pilgrimage of the Flesh, which detailed William’s 
childhood and how his family members influenced the formation of his plays and 

characters. He was known to 
have said,“I have a theater 
inside me”.

Our Litquake Panel: Does 
literature make you an empath?,  
moderated by Ransom 
Stephens, investigated how and 
why reading literature and other 
genre invokes empathy and 
informs behavior. Dan Jones, 
author of Wars of the Roses, 
gave a dynamic talk about 15th 
century English history and the 
fight for power between the 
houses of Lancaster and York. 
Finally, writer Elizabeth Rosner 

interviewed author Martin Amis, about his new book, The Zone of Interest, a powerful and 
disturbing novel about the everyday life of the creators and enablers of the Holocaust.

In 2015, author events will include writer Vikram Chandra for his distinctive view 
of aesthetics and high tech in Geek Sublime: The Beauty of Code, The Code of Beauty; a 
Mid-Winter Noir/Mystery Night with ladies of the night, authors Cara Black, author of 
the Murder on the Champ de Mars (Aimee Leduc series) set in Paris, and Katie Gilmartin, 
Black Mail, My Love, set in San Francisco’s North Beach.  We will also host a lecture by 
Northern California Book Award/Fred Cody Award winning author Adam Hochschild, 
author of To End All Wars: A Story of Loyalty and Rebellion, 1914-1918, on the cultural 
effects of WWI in collaboration with Humanities West for their upcoming symposium.  

Starting in January, MI will launch a six-month lecture series as part of the city-wide 
Centennial Celebration of the PPIE (1915-2015).  One highlight will be a program on 
Thursday, March 12 with historian Laura A. Ackley for her stunning new book 
San Francisco’s Jewel City: The Panama-Pacific International Exposition of 1915.

Under consideration for our 
Winter CinemaLit Film Series are 
feature films inspired by the legacy of 
Sherlock Holmes and Moriarty, the 
writing of Raymond Chandler, the 
filmography of actor Nick Nolte, and a 
look back at Hollywood’s Golden Age.  
Watch for upcoming books to tie in 
with all these great themes! 

We look forward to your attendance 
and participation at our events!

—Laura Sheppard
Director of Events

 

Authors and Conversations        

Author John Lahr

Author Martin Amis signing books

Gratitude for Jim Flack

“Steady. Dedicated. 
Honest. Fair. Trusted. 

Supportive.”

These are the 
words that come 
to mind when staff 

think of Jim Flack’s leadership. Jim has 
been a member of the Mechanics’ Insti-
tute for more than 40 years and served 
as Executive Director for the past fif-
teen years. As ED, he led the Mechanics’ 
Institute with distinction, ensuring its 
place as a cultural center of San Fran-
cisco, and a leading resource for residents 
of the City to books, chess, and provoca-
tive speakers.

One staff member said that Jim’s vi-
sion and leadership made it a “lot more 
fun to be here.” Not only did he man-
age and direct the Institute into financial 
stability, but he encouraged efforts to 
provide more programmatic offerings to 
the membership.  

Although Jim has retired as Execu-
tive Director, we are pleased that he will 
continue to be an active member of Me-
chanics’.

A Heartfelt Thanks
To Our Volunteers

The success of our programs largely 
depends on our volunteers. 

Thank you for helping us create a 
rewarding community.

 
Michele Anderson
Paulette Aroesty

Kris Ashley
Lori Austin

Robert Benson
Karen Fabec
Diana Greer
Jade Greer

Benjamin Hansen
Lily Hoshi

Judith Kahn
Diane Maurice
Henry Mensch
Ellen Mizuhara
Theodora Rossi

Eric Shanks
Elena Sheehan
Peter Sherwood
Phyllis Spandorf

Karen Ulring
Catherine Wood
Mitzi Wortman
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This September began the third 
year of our Youth Outreach Chess 
Program, which teaches free chess 
classes in twenty San Francisco schools. 
Bringing chess to the schools helps 
the children learn critical thinking 
and problem solving skills, and so we 
revert to the educational origins of the 
Mechanics’ Institute. The classes are 
popular with the children, parents and 
teachers and we often have difficulty 
meeting demand within our budget 
constraints. The fall chess class at 
Yick Wo Elementary had 56 children 

enrolled, which had the principal and chess staff scrambling to include them all.
We will again hold the San Francisco Scholastic Chess Championship at the County 

Fair Building. The inaugural event, held last March, was sponsored by Robert W. Baird 
& Co. due to the efforts of MI Trustee Vince McCambridge. Three hundred kids from 
around the city came to compete and have fun. We were pleased to see MI library regular 
Jade Greer take third place in the Middle School division of the tournament (beating out 
the boys).  You will often see her in the building with her mother Diana at various MI 
classes/events.

— Nick de Firmian 
Grandmaster-in-Residence

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
President
Richard Laiderman
First Vice President
David B. Goodwin
Second Vice President
William Newmeyer
Third Vice President
Jean MacDermid
Chief Financial Officer
Matthew H. Scanlan
Corporate Secretary
Lindsey Crittenden

Bruce D. Celebrezze 
Sheila Cunningham
Mike Hilliard
Hon. Tomar Mason
Vincent E. McCambridge 
Donald R. Meyer
Jerry Moskowitz
Vladimir Naroditsky
Mark A. Pinto
James G. Polisson 
Richard Reinhardt
Charles Sullivan
Charles Ward

FULL TIME STAFF
Donna Clark
Sarah Cruz
Nick de Firmian 
John Donaldson 
Taryn Edwards 
Deborah Hunt
Jenny Huynh 
Craig Jackson  
Diane Lai
Ralph Lewin 
Matthew Montgomery
Bobbie Monzon
Erik Sandall
Michael Savage
Sead Sehovic  
Mohammed Shaikh 
Margot Sheffner
Laura Sheppard 
Hien Tran

Youth Outreach Chess Program 

Middle School winners (Jade Greer at left)

The past year has been a successful one for the Mechanics’ Institute Chess Club. The 
Winter Tuesday Night Marathon set an all-time attendance record with 100 participants 
and the Mechanics’ team in the U.S. Chess League once again made the playoffs, but the 
real news was the emergence of Sam Shankland and Daniel Naroditsky as two of the best 
players in the United States.

Sam and Daniel both started playing in Mechanics’ events when they had not yet 
reached their teens and steadily made their way up through the ranks playing in events 
like the Tuesday Night Marathon, representing MI in the U.S. Chess League, attending 
camps and lectures and checking out all the chess books in the library.

Daniel, who lives in Foster City, confirmed his great potential when he won the World 
Under 12 Championship in 2007 and Sam followed suit the next year tying for first in 
the World Under 18. More recently, Sam made his debut at the U.S. Chess Olympiad 
this summer in Tromso, Norway, where he made the best score of any reserve player in 

the competition which attracted 177 
countries. Daniel, who tied with Sam 
for fourth in the U.S. Championship 
this past April, has improved his rating 
in every event he has played the past 
year and is now ranked seventh in the 
United States, one place behind Sam.

The Mechanics’ Chess Club is 
proud to be associated with Sam and 
Daniel who are perfect examples of 
its philosophy of encouraging and 
supporting the pursuit of excellence 
in the Royal Game.

— John Donaldson 
Chess Director

Daniel Naroditsky - Grandmaster at age 17 

Sam Shankland and Daniel Naroditsky
Photo provided by the Chess Club and 

Scholastic Center of St. Louis.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
ANNUAL HOLIDAY GATHERING

Thursday, December 11
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm • 2nd floor Library

Join members and friends for holiday cheer and lively 
conversation while relaxing to musical interludes. 

Enjoy gourmet cheeses and hors d’oeuvres, delectable 
desserts and tempting libations! 

Admission $10. Open to Members & Guests.
ADVANCE RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

Call 415.393.0100 or online at www.milibrary.org/events 

 

HOLIDAY BOOK SALE
Wednesday, December 3 
11:00 am - 4:00 pm
4th floor Meeting Room & Café
Last minute holiday shoppers—come and select the perfect gifts 
for friends, family, colleagues or significant others!  A delightful and 
diverse selection of hard-covers, paperbacks, book art, posters, and 
MORE will be available for purchase. Café open for refreshments. 
Free to All.

MEMBERS’ MEETING 
Thursday, December 4
4th floor Meeting Room & Café
5:30 pm Reception and Refreshments
6:00 pm Meeting
Join us for our bi-annual Members’ Meeting! 
Meet our new Executive Director Ralph Lewin and celebrate the 
Institute’s 160th year with a special lecture on MI’s founding and 
first five years by Librarian Taryn Edwards. 
 
Members and Guests Free.

 
Scene from the 2012 Holiday Gathering.

This event always sells out, get your tickets early!

Dear Friend of the Institute,

The first time I walked into the Mechanics’ Institute I fell in love.  You may know 
this feeling - finding a home in the Mechanics’ Institute, in the conversations, the quiet, 
the books, the chess room. Mechanics’ is a place with a deep respect for the life of the 
mind and the democratic belief that people of all backgrounds can create a better life 
through learning.  In today’s society, such places can be hard to find and are worth our 
support. 

Sometimes it’s difficult to ask for a gift, but this isn’t difficult. I’m asking you to give 
to something you care about – your Mechanics’ Institute. Your generosity allows us to 
purchase the books that spark the imagination, to introduce children to the playful and 
sometimes profound world of chess, and to bring together people for conversations of 
depth and beauty. 

We at Mechanics’ are truly touched and honored by your generosity.  You, and those 
who have come before, have allowed Mechanics’ to thrive for 160 years – an amazing 
run. Please deepen your contribution this year with a gift that will celebrate all that 
Mechanics’ stands for and ensures that it will be here for future generations.
       
    With gratitude,
       

         
    Ralph Lewin
    Executive Director

p.s. Please make a gift today online at www.milibrary.org (click the donate button) or 
call (415) 393-0105.

A MESSAGE FROM RALPH LEWIN
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Mechanics’ Institute
Summary Financial Data

For the Years Ended August 31, 2014 and 2013
Summary Statements of Changes in Net Assets

 
  2014            2013 
Revenues and Support     

Member dues $264,708   258,089
Library, Events & Chess Room  99,059  102,633
Rental income  772,835  1,105,388
Bequests and donations 493,683  1,397,082 
Dividend and interest income  16,970  14,279
Net realized gains from sales of investments  341,245  2,455,176
Increase (decrease) in fair value of investments  1,822,428  (1,006,322) 
Other income  1,528 118,128 
Total Revenues and Support  3,812,456   4,434,443

Expenses 
Library, Events & Chess Room  1,463,636 1,444,526
Building 705,717   715,022
Management and general  582,749  550,247 
Other expenses  15,938  11,257 
Total Expenses  2,768,040   2,721,052

Changes in Net Assets  $1,044,416 1,713,391
          
     

Summary Statements of Financial Position
August 31, 2014 and 2013

Assets     
Cash, accounts receivable and prepaid expenses  $1,568,314   1,816,445
Investments at fair value   15,648,338  14,613,652
Building and equipment at cost  929,637 688,541
Total Assets 18,146,289 17,118,638

Liabilities and Net Assets      
 Accounts payable and accrued expenses  $239,187  279,300
 Tenant deposits  68,730 45,382
 Total Liabilities  307,917   324,682

     
Net Assets  17,838,372 16,793,956
 Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $18,146,289   17,118,638  
      

Please contact the Executive Director for a complete set of financial statements.

Financial Summary: Net Assets Increase
From the summary financial statement below, you can see that the Net Assets, made up primarily of the investment portfolio, 

increased more than $1 million dollars during the fiscal year ending August 31, 2014.  We started the year with Net Assets of $16.8 
million and ended the year with $17.8 million.  The most significant difference between 2013 and 2014 was an improvement in the 
value of our endowment’s investment portfolio.   

Each year we have an operating shortfall that is covered by the endowment.  By policy, we budget this support at 5% of the invest-
ment portfolio, which resulted in $625,000 of support for the fiscal year ending August 31, 2014.  Due primarily to rental vacancies in 
the ground floor of the building, we ran an additional, and unusually large, operating deficit of $248,000.  The Mechanics’ Institute is 
grateful for your excellent efforts to offset the impact of the vacancies with your generous donations.      
                  — Ralph Lewin

             Executive Director
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INSTITUTE DONORS:  Donations made October 1, 2013 to September 30, 2014 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Up to $49  
Sumaya Abdurrezak
Mabel Abellera
Michael Antonini
Lawrence A. Axtell
Michael J. Bacon
Berton J. Barr
Lynda Beigel
Richard H. A. Blum
Douglas William Borchert
Laurent R. Broussal
John C. Brown
Ellen M. Byrne
Kenneth Caldwell
Terri L. Campbell
Dominic J. Campisi
Wilbur W. Canby
John Y. Celikkanat
Carolyn Chris
Ray Cole
Brenda Dang
Dr. Bernard & Mrs. Ruth DeHovitz
Marilyn C. Dunleavy
John P. Flanagan
Randolph Fleming
Shirley E. Fogarino
James Fowler
Mary E. Frederick
Anne G. Friedman
Larry A. Fruzzetti
Carl E. Gallagher
Margaret E. Gault
Paul A. Goodman
Kent Hanson
Robert S. Harris
Laurie A. Hart
John C. Hoff
Elia Howard
Jane Hume
Nancy F. Ingwersen
Carol James
Elwood Johnson
Guy H. Johnson
Keith Johnson
John E. Jones
Natalie G. Jones
Frederick Karp
Elise Kazanjian
Karen Keeley
Liz Keim
Richard Keller
Lawrence Kincaid
Patricia J. Klassy
Jason Krienke
William P. Langley
Stuart Lerner*
Ellen W. Leroe
Dennis Lipsett
Robert C. Livsey
James P. Lorentz
Lorenzo A. Lucchesi
Thomas Madland
Daniel Maguire
Daniel Matthews
Edgar Mendelsohn
Richard A. Meyer
Andrea P. Moore
Roberta Moss
Catherine C. Mutz
Kristen Natoli
Ruth Nolan
Patricia Ottens
Diana Parker
Melvin A. Rechter
John Reid
Karl Roeseler
Steven H. Rosen
Susan Rutberg
Samuel J. Salkin
Susan L. Sheinfeld
Richard Snyder
Phyllis Spandorf
Patrick Steele
Edward A. Sullivan III
Anne C. Sutton

Cesar B. Tamondong Jr.
Suzanne Thompson
Lorri Ungaretti
George Valos
Judith M. Weiss
Linda M. Wilford
Stephen Wong
Frank Yee
Linda R. Zimmerman

$50 to $99
Gerald D. Adams
Julian Ajello
Roberta E. Arguello
Michael Banister
Brad Barber
William & Sarah Bastick
James E. Boddy Jr.
Diana F. Boyers
Roy E. Brakeman Jr.
George F. Brandt Jr.
Leah M. Brown
David Brownell
Richard G. Bruins
Mike Buckley
Gerald P. Cauthen
Joseph Charpentier
Arthur H. Colas Jr.
Susan Conn
James M. Coriston
Jennifer E. Daggy
John F. Deakin
Arthur G. Dembling
Andrea J. Dino
Eileen Donahue
Thomas W. Dougherty
Merrilee Dowty
Steve Dykes
Maurice & Marguerite Edelstein
Beverly Edge
Leslie Kay Carr Emmes
Bruce A. Ericson
Anna D. Ewins
Victoria Fay
Donald Foley
Kevin M. Fong
Jean Forsman
Marvin W. Friedman
Roxanne Marie Gentile
Carolyn M. Giannini
Kathy Gilbert
Michael R. Gordon
Trisha Gorman
M. Elizabeth Graham
Edmund Green
Marilyn J. Grimstad
Thelma Groeneweg
Renee Hall
Patricia Hanlon
Linda Harrington
Stephen Harrington
John A. Hayes
Eliane Herring
Loren Hickman
Ephraim G. Hirsch
Janet M. Holland
Patience Hutchinson
A. Roger Jeanson
Brian Katcher
Maxwell Keith
Raymond Kingsley
Steven M. Kipperman
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad Kloh
Lillian Kreisle
M. David Kroot
Charles E. Larsen
Andrew J. Lazarus
Janet Livingstone
Frank K. Luederitz
Michiko MacIver
Beth MacLeod
Linda E. Mahoney
Julius Mansbach
G. Alexander Martin
Carmen Martinez

Clark Maser
Robert C. May
Ray E. McDevitt
Regina McMahon
Edward R. Medford
Ray Menaster
Eric Metoyer
Amy Meyer
Marti Mia
Themistocles G. Michos
John H. Miller
Howard & Cathy Moreland*
Marion C. Morency
Vicki V. Morla
Robert C. Moser Jr.
Margo Newkom
Mary Niemann
Roy S. Okuno
Ynez Flo Olshausen
Alan Olstein & Phyllis Karasov
Dennis Osmond
Ellen E. Pearson
David M. Pink
Peter G. Platt Jr.
Roslyn Rhodes
Patricia Ridlon
John W.H. Roberts
Penelope Rosemont
Mark O. Rudo
Lee A. Ryan
Julio Sardinas
Norman Schlossberg
Richard L. Segal
Marc Seidenfeld
Kirby Settle
Elena Sheehan
Justin Sheetz
William R. Shepard
George D. Shipman
Robert Siegel
Barbara D. Simpers
Tim Smartt
Mark W. Smith
William Snider
Steven Speier
Julian O. Standen
Frederick H. Steele
Douglas Stetson
John E. Stevens
Richard Suyeda
Janice Tabata
David Tepper
Peter L. Todd
Helen M. Tudisco
Roger P. Van Craeynest
Jane Viator
Claire I. Visconti
Ann Wellington
Marianne Welmers
Robert Wernick
Robert M. & Mary Whitten
Michael Wilson & Leo Monroe
Randall L. Wilson
Audrey S. Winn
Nancy J. Wong
James M. Wood
Joann E. Wright
Alan Yee
John R. Yinger

$100 to $149
David A. Abercrombie
Karen Aizawa
Richard Babow
Peter A. Bacich
Marie Bartee
Marte J. Bassi
Michael Beebe
Gilbert S. B. Black
Vincent A. Blake
Jeanne Blamey
Kevin D. Boden
Gray Brechin
Jim Brossard
Jon L. Brown

Barbara E. Busch
Everett L. Campbell
Deborah A. Celle
Roger V. Christensen
James A. Clever
George H. Clyde Jr.
Craig Corbitt
Robert D’Arcy
Dean L. & Vena P. Flint
Lynne L. Dee
Maria E. Dichov
Kate T. Donohue
Sidney Dowell
Robert J. Eldred
David Fisher
Philip A. Fisher
Jon Florey
Bruce A. Fodiman
Marilynne Forguson
Alan D. Frame
Mr. James Friedman &
         Mrs. Suzanne Stassevitch
Philipp Frings
Genevieve S. Fujimoto
Jean E. Gallagher
W. Patrick Gallagher
Barbara Gaynor
Cliff Gerrish & Christine Cariati
Joan Gill
Jane Ginsburg
J.E. Goudie
Sandra Green
David P. Grenell
Rupert  E Grimm
Louis J. Gwerder
Charlie Haas
Daniel Handler
Faith Harris
Leonard A. Harrison
Eugene L. Hartman
Rebecca E. Hayden
Karl F. Heisler
Timothy J. Hemmeter
Lorraine Honig
Marie A. (Bonnie) Howarth
Raleigh E. Hughes Jr.
John Hull
Adrienne Humphrey
Philip D. Humphreys
David E. Jacobs
James E. Jewell
John & Katherine Kriken
Mary Rose Kent
Richard Kolbert
Bob Kossler
Jeffrey Krenzel
Barbara Kruse
King C. Kryger
J.C. Laffranchini
Michael D. Lampen
William H. Lathrop
Michael Learned
Nancy Leavens
Victoria W. Lee
Jerome H. Lerman
Carolyn Lucas
Michael Lucey
Ann K. Ludwig
Calvin Lum
Matthew E. Lusher
John W. Mahoney
Linda A. Maillard
Sally M. Martin
John Burritt McArthur
John L. McBride
Sue McDonald
Helen A. McGregor
Phillip F. McNall
Don Meyer
Donald G. Michener
John Frederic Millen
Mickay Miller
E. Craig Moody
Willa Price Mundell
Daniel C. Murphy

Joan C. Murray
Gordon Myers
Christine Nahnsen
Edward C. Neely Jr.
Jane Gray Nelson
Helen Noakes
Joseph J. O’Brien
David D. O’Neill
Walter E. Palmer
Suzanne Park
Dorothy I. Person
Michael T. Peterson
Ingrid Petty
Daniel Pezely
Sara M. Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Pinto
David Podger
Richard G. Pon
D.A. Powell
Proto Life
James Purvis
Robert Renfield
William M. Richardson
Harlan M. Richter
Mrs. Edward W. Rosston
Margaret M. Rust
Greta Savage
Joseph P. Scholten
Theodor Schuchat
Jonathan J. Seagle
Olivia Sears
Harold L. Sherley
Jim & Mai Shields
Stephen F. Shorb
John Sims
Ron Sires
Roger D. Skinner
Eugene A. Slater
Charles L. Smith
Zach Stewart
Herbert P. Stickel
Lawrence Strick
Daniel F. Sullivan
Anne Symanovich
Benilda Taft-Kiewek
Rose M. Tanaka
Alice R. Taylor
Judith M. Taylor
Michael B. Teitz
Lenore C. Terr
Valentine Pope Thaler
Marie Tilson
Barbara A. Topchov
Dalny Travaglio
Allen O. Tusting
Edward H. Voigt
Rosalie V. Weaver
Will Welch
Nelson S. Weller
William A. Werner Jr.
Stephen P. White
Benjamin Whitten
Michael & Shari Wilk
Louis A. Williams
Dominic Willsdon
Anne L. Wilson
David Y. Wong
Daniel Woodhead III
Greg Wright
Vivi Wyatt
Donald J. Yellon
Vinko Zrinski

$150 to $249
Tom C. Allen
Thomas Austin
Swift C. Barnes
Carolyn Bass
Brooke Bassett
Joel Bauman
Janet F. Bensick
Donald Billings
William E. Bowen
Norm Brand & Nancy Spero
Corinne Cadon
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William B. Campbell
Bernard Choden
Avery Chope
James Cohee
Lucy Connealy
Gerald Ray Daniel
Katrina Dodson
Sandra J. Drissen
Judy Dunworth
Nathan Dwiri
Shufina English
Patricia C. Ernsberger
William T. Espey
Joan Florence
William Garner
Cliff Gerrish & Christine Cariati 
Diane A. Green
Andrew J. Grimstad
John K. Hanft*
Abby E. Herget
David P. Hooper
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon M. Jacobs
Mike Jacobsen
Margaret H. Johnson
J.C. Jordan
Ann Jorgensen
Stephen Kadysiewski
Marshall M. Kilduff
James Lassart
Betty Levitin
Loretta Litke
Richard S. Lowry Jr.
Leon J. Luey
Patricia Lundberg
Steve Malmberg
Richard A. Martin
Tom Maser
Linda A. McBain
Kathleen McLaughlin
Jeanne M. Miloglav
Wanda Morris
Jay Edward Morrissey
Milton Mosk
Stephen X. Nahm*
Vladimir Naroditsky
Scott Olson
David R Olson
Christine C. Pagano
Roger Parodi
Alex Peer
Laurence K. Pelosi
Susan Reamy
Ruth Rosenblatt
John Saari
Jack M. Saroyan
Daniel P. Sekella
Stanley J. Short
Tom Simundich*
Barbara Skelly
Samuel C. Skelly
Jerome L. Stark
Susan R. Steer
Jan H. W. Stoeckenius
Caroline S. Swenson
Edward Syrett
Betty Ruth Tanzey
Michael Torrey
Richard L. Tower Jr.
Richard Treadwell
Jerome D. Vail
Eugene L. Valla
Susan Weisberg
Paul H. Wermer
Thomas J. Whelan
Marshall White
Nelson & Diana Morris Wild
Don E. Wilhelms
Bonnie Wong
Thomas E. Woodhouse
Dinah Yee-Tom
Mary Ann Yuen
Alexander Yuill-Thornton
You Jia Zhu

$250 to $499
Anonymous
Barbara Anger
Milton C. Axt
Nicholas M. Baran
J. Bem
Barbara Benjamin
Matthew S. Blum
Michael S. Blum
Mary Helen Briscoe
Geoffrey F. Brown
Patricia L. Brown
Fred M. Chambers
Ms. Bettina Cohen & 
        Mr. Charles Rathbone
David J. Colt
Joseph V. Costello Jr.
Al Crowell
Loris P. Davanzo
Thomas O. Davenport
Frances Dinkelspiel
Thomas Durbin
Emlen & Paul Ehrlich
Charles Eley
Nancy Ewart
John M. Ferreira
Joe Fleming
James H. Forsyth
Gerald C. Frattali
K. Bruce Friedman
Peter A. Fuentes-Afflick
Sarah R. Fuller
Patricia L. Glasky
Alfred E. Glassgold
Frederic Golden
Robert B. Graham
Fred C. Greaves
Elizabeth Groenewegen*
Jennifer P. Harding
Thomas R. Hardy
Melissa Harris
David Hartley
Lois A. Hayn
Michael R. Hilliard
Bob Hopper
Russell A. Hough
Doug S. Huestis
William D. Hutchinson
Roy C. Johns
Dwight L. Johnson
Sean A. Johnston
Margaret Kavounas
David Keenan
Carolyn Kenady
David D. Kennedy
Eileen Keremitsis
Martin Krasney
Mr. John & 
         Mrs. Katherine K. Kriken
Robert P. Lawrence
Jesse M. Levy III
Sukey Lilienthal & David Roe
Charles M. Little
Warren Lo Presti
Jason Macario
Susan W. MacKenzie
Peter Marchant
James Rolph Moore Jr.
Jack Morton
Paul E. Moslander
Diane Munro
Martin F. Nolan
John Norton
Michael Peevey
James W. Poindexter
Francine T. Radford
David Rakonitz
Merrill S. Randol
William D. Rauch
David L. Redo
James A. Reynolds
Brooks Roddan
Michael Rodriguez
Phyllis Y. Sammon

Sands Regency Hotel & Casino
Stuart Seligson
Carol L. Snodgrass
Jack Soloway
William E. Spears
Clark N. Starry
Harold Stoddard
Peter Van der Naillen
Robert A. Wertsch
Robert Weston
David L. White
Steven Winkel & Barbara Sahm
Guy R. Woods
Robert C. Yeager*

$500 to $999
F. Ross Adkins
Robert Mailer Anderson 
Sarah Ballard
Fred Bartig
Robert L. Bennett
Donald W. Brown
Marie G. Clyde
Bruce Ira Cohen
Sheila Cunningham
Steven A. R. Edwards
Christian Erdman
Adele Fasick
Michael W. Fitzgerald
Newton Fong
Richard & Ann Frobose
Ann W. Funsten
David D. Gale
Barbara Golumb
Mr. Donald Hardy & 
         Ms. Francesca Passalacqua
Lisa Honig
Brenda D. Jeffers
Eric L. Johnson
Sue Kubly
Frederick W. & Carol K. Ley*
John J. Mahoney
Richard S. Marshall
Paul McCauley
Mrs. David Jamison McDaniel
Nion T. McEvoy
Jerrold Moskowitz
Tim Muller
Anthony Nash
Doris A. Nordeen
Andrew Ogus & Pete Bullard
Mr. Todd & 
         Mrs. Anh Oppenheimer
Helen C. Prather
Susan K. Prather
Philip Reed III
Susan Rogers
Janice L. Roudebush
Chara Schreyer
William M. Sevald
Charles G. Stephenson
Maggie Thompson
Mark D. Vestrich
Charles Ward
Richard C. Warmer
William T. Warner
Sallie Weissinger
A. Lee Zeigler

$1000 to $1,999
Todd & Diane Baker
Thomas C. Benet
Gregoire & Kathleen Calegari
Fred Caspersen
Gene L. Edwards*
Paul Fisher
Mr.and Mrs. Thomas W. Foote
The Eugene Hale Family
Raymond James Financial 
Susan Karp
Jennifer Lindsay
Jean MacDermid
Fritz L. Maytag
Charles K. McCabe
Vincent E. McCambridge

Rozell & Peter Overmire
JoAnna Robertson
Richard M. Rosenberg
Harry J. Rowe
Theodore Savetnick
Charles T. Sullivan
Bruce Townley

$2,000 to $4,999
Doug & Stephanie Butler*
James M. Canty
Kathryn A. Demas
Earl Diskin
Louise & Jim Frankel
Patricia Hetter Kelso
Stanley S. Langendorf Foundation
Bobbie McChristy
Bart Nadeau
Edwin C. Nagel
Richard W. Reinhardt
Peter & Bonnie Sherwood
Mrs. John Robert Shuman
Peter B. Wiley*
John Wiley & Sons

$5,000 to $9,999
Bruce D. Celebrezze
David B. Fechheimer
David B. Goodwin
Michael J. Groff
The David Jamison McDaniel Trust
William L. Newmeyer III
James G. Polisson
Matthew Scanlan
Wells Fargo Foundation

$10,000 to $39,999
Baird Foundation
Brewster West Foundation
Candelaria Fund
Lindsey Crittenden
Karen Christensen Gray
Estate of Charles W. Kenady
Richard Laiderman
Henry Mayo Newhall Foundation
Estate of Maria Pimentell
Estate of Vera Prock Ransom

$40,000 to $99,999
Anonymous
Estate of Neil E. Falconer

* includes Matching Corporate 
Gift from:  Aon, Bank of America, 
Chevron, Reuters, salesforce.com, 
Wells Fargo, John Wiley & Sons

In Honor Of:  
Jim Flack
   John & Katherine Kriken 

In Memory Of: 
Daniel G. Blum
         Matthew S. Blum 
Carl Evan Christensen
         Karen Christensen Gray
Neil Falconer
         Jim & Louise Frankel 
         Alan Olstein & 
                  Phyllis Karasov 
         Mrs. David Jamison 
                  McDaniel 
         William Newmeyer 
         Alice R. Taylor 
Suzanne R. Fisher
         Leslie Kay Carr Emmes
         Philip A. Fisher
Harry R. Horrow
         Barbara Gaynor
Russell Hough
         William Hough

Charles W. Kenady
         Jim & Louise Frankel

         K. Bruce & Lois Friedman
         Mrs. David Jamison 
                  McDaniel
         James C. & 
                  Mary-Armour Nelson
John Robert Shuman
         Frederick W. & 
                 Carol K. Ley
         Mrs. John Robert 
                 Shuman 
Yvon Soares          
         Michael Wilson &
                  Leo Munroe
         Maggie Thompson 
                  

INSTITUTE DONORS:  (continued)
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Anne Ackerman
Susan Alexander
Sherry Amanpour
Gerald David Anderson
Roberta Arguello
Roberta Bauccio
Barbara Benjamin
Howard Berman
Elizabeth Boileau
Richard Bullock
Carl Burger
Barbara Busch
Jeanine Catalano
Bill Cerillo
Fred Chambers
Edward Chase
Donna Clark
Trish Daly
Rad Dewey
Linda Dewey
Mike Duckworth
Steven Edwards
Taryn Edwards
Patricia Ernsberger
Nancy Ewart

David Fisher
Alan Freeland
John Garr
Cliff Gerrish
Eleanor Gettman
Amanda Gough
Nancy Jane Hall
Cathy Hammer
Estelle Hausman
Philip Humphreys
David James
Scott Kasmussen
Elizabeth Knepper
George Kneupfel
William Langley
J.M. Levy
Colin Ma
David Madson
Harry Margulius
John Frederic Millen
Mark Miller
Daniel Montoya
Bobbie Monzon
George Morris
Paul Moslander

Joan Murray
Stephen Nahm
Renate Otterbach
Roger Parodi
John Paxton
Jeremy Potash
Jeanne Powell
Kathleen Price
Jim Provenzano
Maria Riasanovsky
John Riga
George Ritchie
Alicia Rivera
Vera Sepulveda
Laine Silber
Carol Simmons
Larry Souza
Reginald Stocking
Harold Stoddard
Claora Styron
Charles Sullivan
Todd Swindell
Barry Tagawa
Carol Takano
Betty Tanzey

Jerome Tarshis
Irene Tayler
Suzanne Thompson c/o
     Church of the Advent
Marie Tilson
Barbara Topchov
Saul Touster
Bruce Townley
Carol Verburg
Leigh Verrill-Rhys
Jack Walker
Thomas Walsh
Edward Weiner
Robert Wernick
Jim White
Mary Whitten

LIBRARY MATERIALS DONORS LIST 

Donations made October 1, 2013 to September 30, 2014

The James Lick Legacy Society
Bequests of any size are the simplest and most direct way to make a planned gift to the 

Mechanics’ Institute. We invite you to join the James Lick Legacy Society by including the 
Mechanics’ Institute in your estate plan. 

Contact Executive Director Ralph Lewin at 415-393-0117 to learn how to become a 
member of the James Lick Legacy Society and help to ensure the future of the Mechanics’ 
Institute’s library and chess room. 

57 Post Street
San Francisco, CA 94104

(415) 393-0101
www.milibrary.org
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for a tour and bring a friend 
to learn about our wonderful 
history and the perks of 
membership.

Our 2014 Member Survey 
was a success with 725 responses. 
We continue to implement 
suggestions made by those 
who answered the survey. Our 
weekly email goes out to 5500+ 
members and nonmembers and 
our programming is often sold 
out. Be sure to reserve your 
place early for programs either 
on our website or by calling 
415-393-0102. Not subscribed 
to the weekly email? You can do 
so here: http://www.milibrary.
org/thisweek

I look forward to seeing 
you in the Library and at our 
programs.

— Deb Hunt
Library Director

LIBRARY cont.

Many Thanks To Our Staff And Supporters


