This year the San Francisco Chronicle named the Mechanics’ Institute “Best of the Bay” and stated that “the Institute
stands as a beacon of what a cultural institution can be for all citizens.”

The writer of that article described our mission perfectly — true since our founding over 160 years ago. A valued
supporter, you are essential to keeping Mechanics’ a San Francisco treasure true to its mission: a beautiful refuge
with dedicated staff, services tailored to your needs, the latest books and electronic resources, and an array of
classes, activities, and events to keep your intellect growing and your understanding of the Bay Area strong.

As you turn the pages of this report you'll see a lively thoughtfulness in the work we do. You'll also notice a healthy
financial report. For the first time in 10 years, Ml is not running a deficit. Our strength only comes with your
support, for which we are grateful.

One of my favorite parts of the day is talking with people at the Institute. I'm often stunned by the passion and joy with
which people talk about this place. One
member recently said the Mechanics’
Institute is “a place of inspiration in the
center of city storms.” | couldn’t agree
more. We need Mechanics' and all that
it represents as much as ever.

As we reflect on 2017, | ask that you
think about what makes the Mechanics’
Institute special to you, and remember
us in your yearend giving and estate
planning. With your generosity, we'll be
able to achieve even more in 2018.

With my best wishes,

. Executive Director Ralph Lewin (l) with DaDa Art Gallery & Bar owner Michael
RC||ph Lewin, Gouddou  shortly before the January opening in the Mechanics’ Institute building.
Executive Director Photo credit: Scott Strazzante/San Francisco Chronicle/Polaris
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Year in Review

The 2017 Mechanics’ Institute Member Survey revealed that members want the Institute to continue its historic role as a center for learning and cultural

exploration and expression. While they want to see our landmark building retain its charm and character, they would like to see modern amenities

added to our Library and Chess Room spaces. They also enjoy our expanded roster of programming on themes relevant to San Francisco Bay Area

civic life, social justice, literature, entrepreneurship, and the craft of writing.

A Convergence of Community: Readers, Learners, and Doers at M Library

If you've noticed that the Library seems more
crowded recently, you're not imagining it. We
indeed have more members and many of them
spend a good deal of their days here working,
writing, reading, and thinking rather than running
in and out solely to check out library materials.
We welcome the increase in activity, and are
interested in the myriad ways our members use
the Institute.

Chances are, you've made an appointment with
a librarian at one of our Technology Office Hours
or attended a Library Downloads Workshop. You
may have attended a book group, knitted with
fellow members, or discussed topics such as
Kevin Kelly's How Al Can Bring on a Second
Industrial Revolution, at TED Talk discussions. If
you haven't, why not?

Mechanics’ Institute librarians work hard to develop partnerships
with local organizations such as the San Francisco Writers’
Workshop, the SF-Marin Food Bank, the SF History Days
annual celebration, and the San Francisco Chronicle. These
relationships enable us to increase awareness of the Institute,
provide professional-level “useful knowledge” to our members,
engage with the community at large, and do good in the world.

Not only do library staff answer questions and help you find
materials, our librarians also add an average of 300 new
items to the collection each month! As a member, you have
access to 160,000 print resources, more than 16,000 ebooks,
eaudiobooks and emagazines and over 100,000 digital articles
from our databases. Interested in learning more about Mechanics’
Institute’s history? We are collaborating with the Internet Archive
to make our fair reports and other archival materials accessible
online at the Internet Archive’s Ml page. More archival materials
will be added, so check back often.

Book displays, classes, historical resources, discussion groups,
digital materials... If it's been awhile since you visited the MI
Library, come see what's new!
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[Above): A cross-section of staff sporting our newest
tee shirts with our earliest motto: Be Just and Fear Not!

(Below): Librarian Taryn Edwards staffing the Ml table
at SF History Days.




Festival Collaborations, Cinemalit Spectacular, and New Programming at MI

MI participated in two city-wide festivals this year - Litquake and American Institute
of Architects SF's annual festival - providing members with stellar experiences while
expanding our audience. The 6 Litquake events included author talks, panels, and
literary lunches. For the Architecture in the City: Secret City Festival, we hosted
the MI Treasure Hunt, which took place on four floors of our historic building,
allowing participants to explore MI's literary, historical, and architectural riches
with a traditional treasure hunt, artistdesigned stamps, a literary café with historic
personae, and a finale at the DaDa Bar. To cap the month, we presented “Hallidie:
the Man, the Building, and the Restoration,” a sold-out event featuring librarian Taryn
Edwards, tour guide Rick Evans, and Hallidie Building Project Manager, Bruce Albert.
Together, they revealed many litfle known facts about the famous San Francisco
landmark and its namesake — inventor and MI past president Andrew Smith Hallidie.

Cinemalit continues to attract a loyal following. Marie Antoinette (1938) was the
highlight of the summer, coinciding with the always popular Bastille Day Celebration.
The Fall season featured Hollywood Divas, Writers in Action, and Au Revoir, Jeanne
Moreau, featuring guest speakers at salon discussions.

MI’s newest thematic program series continues to explore the Bay Area's innovative
spirit, social and cultural trends, and pressing political issues. Recent events analyzed
Trump’s impact on the Bay Area, examined the issue of housing in San Francisco,
and delved into topics such as the future of privacy and security, cannabis, and
virtual reality — all moderated by local experts. In March, we began broadcasting
selected events via Facebook Live, bringing our programs to remote viewers in real
time. If you aren’t able to join us “IRL” (In Real Life), check out our live feeds and find
archived videos on our Facebook page. In 2018, look for stimulating and thought
provoking programs to keep you informed and engaged.

(Top - Bottom): Rick Shelton as Gertrude Stein, Joe Christiano as Bret Harte, and Bruce Bierman, one of the Dada poets

performing during the MI Treasure Hunt.
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(L-R): Margaret Wilkerson Sexton and Rachel Khong in Litquake's "First Fiction: Ties that Bind"; Erik Lax and David Thomson in a special Cinemalit presentation of Lax's book,
Start to Finish: Woody Allen and the Art of Moviemaking.



Chess, Outreach, Marathons, and Record-Breaking Tournament Play

The Mechanics’ Chess Club is home to players
of all abilities, from beginner to Grandmaster.
Many of the Club’s activities — classes, weekly
tournaments, and lectures — are aimed at amateur
players with a hunger to learn “the royal game”.

The Imre Konig Memorial, held in September, was
an exception to the regular events held in the MI
Chess Room. The four-player double round robin
tournament was the highest-rated competition in
the history of the Mechanics’. Stanford student
Parimarjan Negi topped the all-Grandmaster field
with a score of 4-2 followed by Sam Shankland
at 3 %2, Conrad Holt at 3, and Daniel Naroditsky
with 1 V2.

MI's Youth Chess Outreach Program is in 19
schools reaching more than 500 students each
week, helping them to improve their cognitive
reasoning skills while learning strategy. This
year's Scholastic Chess Tournament attracted
238 elementary, junior high, and high school
participants. Grandmaster Daniel Naroditsky
played 41 opponents simultaneously, following
the tradition of Capablanca, Spassky, and
Schapiro in allowing his fans to have a shot at
victory over a champion. They all lost, but had
great fun trying!

The Tuesday Night Marathon series continues to
be the heart and soul of our chess community.
The TNM attracts a diverse range of competitors
ranging in age from 6 to 86 who come from as
far away as Santa Rosa, San Jose and Vacaville.
Elementary school students, tech workers, and
retirees play together and converse, not only
in the universal language of chess, but also in
Mongolian, Russian, Armenian, Polish, German,
Chinese, Tagalog, Farsi, Thai, Spanish, Dutch,
Tamil, Hindi, Urdu, and English. Who knew the
United Nations of chess is located here at 57 Post
Street?

[Above, L-R): Parimarjan Negi, Conrad Holt, Daniel Naroditsky, Sam Shankland were high scorers in the Imre Konig Memorial Tournament.
(Middle): Elliot Winslow converses with young chess enthusiasts during SF History Days.

(Below): Sophie Adams oversees a game between two Scholastic Chess Tournament participants.
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Financial Highlights

Financial Summary (Audited), Fiscal Years Ended August 31, 2017 and August 31, 2016

Total Assets (cash, accounts receivable, prepaid expenses, investments at fair market value, deferred rent, building and equipment) $17,115,151
Total Liabilities (accounts payable, other liabilities, unearned income, tenants' deposits) $417,307
Net Assets $16,697,844

M Rental Income

M Bequests, Donations

M Library, Events, Chess
Room

M Building

m Library, Events, Chess
Room

B Membership

M InvestmentIncome M Management
"

General Expenses
M In-Kind Donation

1 Other Income

Changes in Total Support & Revenue Changes in Total Expenses

2017 $3,593,100 2017 $3,197,652

2016 $2,968,497 2016 $2,961,058

Increase: $624,603 (21%) Increase: $236,594 (8%)
Income Expenditures
Rental income $1,188,053 Library, Events, Chess Room $1,593,250
Bequests, Donations $600,304 Building $798,400
Library, Events, Chess Room $102,793 Management, General Expenses $806,002
Membership $333,080
Investment Income $1,336,968
In-kind Donation $29,123
Other Income $2,779

Total Income $3,593,100 Total Expenses $3,197,652



Many Thanks: 2017 Donors

The Mechanics’ Institute thanks the generous individual, foundation, and corporate donors who make our continued growth possible. The following

listings reflect gifts made between September 1, 2016 and August 31, 2017. We strive to make the listing of names as accurate as possible.
Please contact Jessica Neaves, Development Director, if there are any discrepancies or if you would like your name listed differently in the future at

ineaves@milibrary.org.

Individual Gifts

$50,000 and Above
Estate of Frederica Clough

$25,000 to $49,999

Anonymous

Richard Laiderman and
Jung-Wha Song

Matthew Scanlan

$10,000 to $24,999
Louise Frankel
Mark and Lisa Pinto
Peter B. Wiley

$5,000 to $9,999

Lindsey Crittenden

Estate of Eleanor F.
Gettman

David and Stella
Goodwin

Craig Jackson

Shelby Lyman

Mrs. David J. McDaniel

Edwin C. Nagel
William and Nancy
Newmeyer

Richard W. Reinhardt

Mrs. John Robert Shuman

Lindsey and Keith
Tonsager

Tibor Weinberger

$2,500 to $4,999

Anonymous

Robert J. Eldred

Mrs. Louis O. Kelso

Donald R. and Virginia L.
Meyer

Jerrold Moskowitz

Vladimir Naroditsky

Peter and Bonnie
Sherwood

$1,000 to $2,499

Erik Anderson

Joel Bauman

Estate of Richard H. A.
Blum

Douglas and Stephanie
Butler

James M. Canty

R. Frederick Caspersen

Bruce D. Celebrezze

Sheila Cunningham

Earl Diskin

Katrina Dodson

Daniel H. Drown

David B. Fechheimer

Paul Fisher

Jim and Betsy Flack

Thomas W. and Mary H.
Foote

Eugene Hale Family

Mike and Lark Hilliard

Signa Houghteling

Dwight L. Johnson

Susan Karp and Paul
Haahr

Sue Kubly

Alexandra and Robert
Lindsay

Jean and Lindsay
MacDermid

Fritz L. Maytag

Charles K. McCabe

Paul McCauley

Bobbie McChristy

Ana and Ed McCracken

E. Craig Moody

Tim Muller

Bart Nadeau

Peter and Rozell Overmire

Richard M. Rosenberg

Charles Sullivan

Marie and Daniel Welch

Patrick Wolff and Diana
Schneider

$500 to $999

Anonymous

Todd and Diane Baker

Gordon Bardet

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bartig

Pedro Briseno, Jr.

Donald W. Brown

Douglas and Stephanie
Butler

Maria E. Dichov

James Vincent Eade

Christian Erdman

K. Bruce Friedman

Ann W. Funsten

Lucy Grey Gould and
Sarah Grey
Thomason

Elizabeth Groenewegen

David Hartley

Lawrence Helzel

Keith Henriques

Doug S. Huestis

Arkady ltkin

Carolyn Kenady

Esty Lawrie-Landy

Ralph Lewin

Frederick W. and Carol
K. Lley

David J. Madson

Anthony Nash

Roger and Janet Neaves

Willow White Noonan

Guido Piccinini

Helen C. Prather

David and Judy Redo

Carla and Philip Reed, Il

JoAnna Robertson

Susan E. Roos

Donald H. and Marian
Rubin

Carolyn Sanborn

Robert P. Sanborn

Stephen T. Scholten

William M. Sevald

Samuel and Barbara

Skelly
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Clark N. Starry
Charles G. Stephenson
C. Augusta Stewart
Harold Stoddard
Aaron Thompson
Maggie Thompson
Peter Van der Naillen
Tappan Wilder
Steven R. Winkel and
Barbara W. Sahm

$100 to $499
Anonymous (3)
Karen Aizawa
Julian Ajello
Ofelia Alayeto, Ph.D.
Elizabeth Andrews
Barbara Anger
Milton C. Axt, Jr.
Michael Baer
Nicholas M. Baran
Marie Bartee
Brooke Bassett
Marte J. Bassi
William and Sarah
Bastick
Frank Bator
Richard D. Baum
Richard Bauman
Michael Beebe
J. Bem
Jon C. Bensick
Robert Benson
Judith Bernhard and
Byron Spooner
Donald Billings
Matthew S. Blum
Michael S. Blum
Kevin D. Boden
Jeanette Borzo
Lisa Bottom
Joan K. Boyd
Peter Brantley
John Briscoe
Mary Helen Briscoe
Thomas G. Brock
Jon L. Brown
David Brownell
Carol Brownson
Jean and Bruce Brugmann
Dennis Brydon
Richard A. Byers
H. Bruce Byson
William B. Campbell
Barry E. Capdeville
Birgit Chase
Robert Chlebowski
Avery Chope
Roger V. Christensen
Geraldine Clark
George H. Clyde, Jr.
James Cohee
Arthur H. Colas, Jr.
Richard Compean
Christopher Sean Cotter
Melanie Craft
Cathy Cretsinger
Homer Dalbey

Gerald Ray Daniel

Robert D'Arcy

Loris P. Davanzo

Barbara E. Demas

Kathryn A. Demas

Frances Dinkelspiel

Thomas Durbin

Nathan Dwiri

Steven A. R. Edwards

Paul and Emlen Ehrlich

Richard M. Eigner

John Engell

Patricia C. Ernsberger

Nancy Ewart

Adele Fasick

Aish Fenton

John M. Ferreira

Philip A. Fisher

Michael W. Fitzgerald

John P. Flanagan

Joe Fleming

Lester Fleming

Wilson B. Flick

Jon and Ellen Florey

Bruce A. Fodiman

Newton Fong

Gerald C. Frattali

Mary E. Frederick

Genevieve S. Fujimoto

Sarah R. Fuller

David D. Gale

John M. and Jean E.
Gallagher

Jerome Garchik

Barbara Gaynor

Thomas H. Gee

Kathy Gilbert

Alfred E. Glassgold

Emily Goldberg

Frederic Golden

Barbara Golumb

Megan Gordon-Gilmore

J.E. Goudie

M. Elizabeth Graham

Robert B. Graham

James L. Grant

Fred C. Greaves

Diane A. Green

Sandra Green

Alvin Greening

Daniel P. Gregory

Andrew J. Grimstad

Douglas M. Hamill

John K. Hanft

Patricia Hanlon

Kent Hanson

Jennifer P. Harding

Donald E. Hardy and
Francesca
Passalacqua

James H. Hartman

Rebecca E. Hayden

Lois A. Hayn

Robert Heaney

Abby E. Herget

Teri Hernandez

Rick Homan

Lisa Honig

Sarnia H. Hoyt

Henrietta Humphreys

William D. Hutchinson

Stan Hutton

David E. Jacobs

Gordon and Babel Jacobs

Mike Jacobsen

Charles Henry James

A. Roger Jeanson

Eric P. Jensen

Sean A. Johnston

Ralph W. Joy

Stephen Kadysiewski

Richard Katz

Margaret and Edmond
Kavounas

David Keenan

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas V.A.
Kelsey

Eileen Keremitsis

Joseph M. Kielec

Marshall M. Kilduff

David A. King

Noel W. Kirshenbaum

Henry Klyce

Richard Kolbert

Martin Krasney

J.C. Laffranchini

Michael D. Lampen

Karen Larsen

William H. Lathrop

Andrew J. Lazarus

James Lee

John Lee

Jerome H. Lerman

Arthur D. Levy

Jesse M. Levy, Il

Harlan Lewin

Jennifer Lindsay

Sian Llewellyn

Robert and Edith Lockhart

Priscilla Lore

Frank Louie

Wayne D. and Carol T.
Lowe

Richard S. Lowry, Jr.

Carolyn Lucas

Michael Lucey

Leon J. Luey

Patricia Lundberg

John Luongo

Jason Macario

Michiko Maclver

Daniel Maguire

John J. Mahoney

Arthur Manzi

Peter Marchant

Richard S. Marshall

Richard A. Martin

Pam Martori

Thomas Maser

Linda A. McBain

Ray E. McDevitt

Nion T. McEvoy

Kevin McGee

Paul V. Melodia

Marti Mia



$100 to $499, cont'd
Marianne and Don
Michener
Jim Miller
Jeanne M. Miloglav
Wesley N. Mitchell
Gale Mondry and Bruce
Ira Cohen
James Rolph Moore,
Jr.
Jay Edward
Morrissey
Jack Morton
Milton Mosk
Paul E. Moslander
Stephen Muller
Diane Munro
William D. Murray
Jessica Neaves
Mr. and Mrs. James
Nickelson
Helen Noakes
Martin F. and
Elizabeth Nolan
Doris A. Nordeen
Vincent O'Gara
Diane Olberg
Ynez Flo Olshausen
Christine C. Pagano
William Pallister
David G. Parker
Roger Parodi
Ronald J. Patterson
Michael Peevey
Michael T. Peterson
Miriam Phillips and
Charles Eley
Gertrude Bland Platt
David Podger
D.A. Powell
Susan K. Prather
Megan Prelinger
Charles Primich
Daniel T. Purtell
Thomas J. Pye
David Rakonitz
Robert Renfield
James A. Reynolds
Simon Richard
William M. Richardson
Rafik Robeal
John W. H. Roberts
Michael Rodriguez
Janice L. Roudebush
John Saari

Stephen M. Sagar and
Susan Semonoff

Heather Sarfi

Jack M. Saroyan

Greta Savage

Robert Savala

Thomas Savarino

Theodore Savetnick

Jonathan J. Seagle

Olivia Sears

Richard L. Segal

Stuart Seligson

Henry Shain

Stephen F. Shorb

Bear Silber

Harry Silverstein

Ron Sires

Ellen K. Smith

Carol L. Snodgrass

William E. Spears

Martha S. Spriggs

Susan R. Steer

Jan H. W. Stoeckenius

Richard Suyeda

Caroline S. Swenson

Benilda TaftKiewek

Betty Ruth Tanzey

Pamela Tao

Michael B. Teitz

Valentine Pope Thaler

Erik Thrasher

Marie Tilson

Karen Topakian

Louis Torregrosa

Michael Torrey

Richard L. Tower, Jr.

Bruce Townley

Dalny Travaglio

Richard Treadwell

Robert Turnberg

Jerome D. Vail

Eugene L. Valla

Roger P. Van Craeynest

Mark D. Vestrich

Nathan and Angela
Waak

Victoria W. Walsh

Richard C. Warmer

William T. Warner

Rosalie V. Weaver

David A. Wegmann

Susan Weisberg

Sallie Weissinger

Thomas H. Werdel, Jr.

Robert Wernick

Robert A. Wertsch
Robert Weston

David L. White
Marshall White
Stephen P. White

Potter Wickware
Nelson and Diana Wild
Liz Williams

Louis A. Williams

Alex Witherill

Mina Witteman

Leah Wolf

David Y. Wong

Guy R. Woods

Robert C. Yeager
Dinah Yee-Tom

Dave Yeske

Mary Ann Yuen
Alexander Yuill-Thornton
Margaret Zeiter

Corporations,
Foundations, and
Organizations

$25,000 to $49,999

Henry Mayo Newhall
Foundation

The Morris and Alma
Schapiro Fund

Universal Service
Administrative Co.

$10,000 to $24,999

Brewster West
Foundation

craigslist Charitable
Fund

Leroe Family Charitable
Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

The Craft Foundation

Miner Anderson Family
Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

$1,000 to $2,499

Chevron Matching Gift
Program

Michelle and Robert
Friend Foundation

$500 to $999
Ancestry.com
House of Staunton
Internet Archive

Schein & Schein

$100 to $499

Adobe

Apple Inc. Matching
Gifts

The People Connection

Genentech, Inc.

Patrick & Co.

Sands Regency

Thomson Reuters
Matching Program

Wealth Architects
Charitable Fund

Did You Know?

Membership dues cover 10% of
the Mechanics' Institute's operating
costs; building rents and investments
cover the next 62% of expenses.

Contributions  are

essential  to

sustaining programs and services.

What Your Gifts Support

1)
2)

3)

4)

3)

The purchase of library
materials

Necessary repairs fo our
landmark building

Upgrades to Ml facilities, such
as classrooms and archival
storage

Furniture for the Library, Chess
Room, and Event Space
Programming, i.e., Scholastic
Chess Outreach

How You Can Contribute

1)
2)
3)

4)
3)

Join the James Lick Legacy
Society

Make a one-time gift

Take advantage of your
company's matching funds
program

Donate library materials
Volunteer for events and chess
programs, or as a library
helper

2017.

Every dollar counts!

Donors: Time, Materials, and Gifts

Thank you to all of those who donated their time to the Ml in 2017.
More than 30 volunteers have helped at chess programs, hosting
special events, and in the library.

Thanks to those who donated materials to the Library this year. Librarians

added a record number of 1,288 donated items to the collection in

Thank you to the 270 MI members who contributed $5 - $99 in 2017.

In Honor Of:
Brotherhood
Robert Savala

George and Suzanne Burwasser
Mitchell and Kristie Postel

Anisya and Lynn Fritz

Michelle and Robert Friend

Foundation

Frederick W. Ley
Mrs. John R. Shu

Ralph Lewin

Tribute Gifts

man

Wealth Architects Charitable Fund

Margaret M. McGowan

Claire A. Splan

Ann Wheeler Jones McNealy

Charles Sullivan

Richard Laiderman and Jung-Wha

Son

Michelle and Robert Friend

Foundation

Frederic Russell Wheeler

Charles Sullivan

Samuel Alfred Wheeler

Charles Sullivan

In Memory Of:
Daniel G. Blum
Matthew S. Blum

Suzanne R. Fisher

Leslie Kay Carr Emmes
Philip A. Fisher

William and Diane Fisher

Matthew Hamill

Jean and Bruce Brugmann
John P. Flanagan, Jr.
Catherine and Tim Hamill
Wayne D. and Carol T. Lowe
Pam Martori

Harry R. Horrow
Barbara Gaynor

Fred and Jan Noonan
Willow White Noonan

Miriam G. Peevey
Michael R. Peevey

Joseph P. Scholten
Stephen T. Scholten

John R. Shuman

Thomas V. A. and Elizabeth S.
Kelsey

Frederick W. and Carol K. Ley

Mrs. John R. Shuman
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Mechanics' Institute Board of Trustees

Matthew H. Scanlan, Board President
Retired Chief Executive Officer, RS
Investments

Richard Laiderman, First Vice President
Managing Director, Promontory
Financial Group

David B. Goodwin, Second Vice
President
Partner, Covington & Burling LLP

Dr. William Newmeyer lll, Third Vice
President
Retired Hand Surgeon

Donald R. Meyer, Chief Financial
Officer

Adjunct Professor of Law, University of
San Francisco Law School

Lindsey Crittenden, Corporate
Secretfary
Author

Sheila Cunningham
Business Consultant

Michael Hilliard
Owner, Hilliard Architects

Robert Lindsay
CEO and Co-Founder, Hustle

Jean MacDermid
Education Outreach Storyteller, Asian
Art Museum

Jerrold Moskowitz
Senior Associate, Edward Plant
Company

Vladimir Naroditsky
Owner, Vega Capital Group, LLC

Mark A. Pinto
Vice President, Raymond James &
Associates

Richard Reinhardt
Author

Lindsey Tonsager
Partner, Covington & Burling LLP

Charles Sullivan, PhD
Author

Patrick Wolff

Independent Investor




