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Dear Members & Friends,

The reopening of Mechanics’ Institute as the pandemic wanes has brought an exciting year of developing 
and executing our new Strategic Plan, expanding and diversifying our high-quality programs and services, 
and improving our beautiful building in the heart of downtown San Francisco. We could not have done it 
without your continued engagement and support. Thank you!  

This year, we are proud to have finalized and launched a new Strategic Plan to guide our programs, services, 
and work over the next five years. As part of this plan, the Board of Trustees and staff are committed to 
honoring the Institute’s history while ensuring its future relevancy through exploration of new, innovative 
ways to engage with members and the community-at-large. Moreover, despite the challenging economy, with 
support from membership, donors, foundations, and earned income, as well as our endowment, the Institute 
has been able to increase our chess room and library hours, expand in-person programming, and offer more 
author, film, and writing programs to complement our active book clubs, library services and classes, and 
chess instruction and tournaments for all ages. 

During 2022, the Institute had many new accomplishments that will ensure our programming and building 
will continue to serve members for years to come.  For example, the Institute partnered with the National 
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) and secured a large grant to support expanded programming that 
highlighted diverse authors, filmmakers, and other artists. We also were awarded a Big Read grant from the 
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) for the first time in the Institute’s history which has enabled us to 
create new events, including a number of collaborative programs with other local cultural institutions. We 
have also completed the majority of the exterior building restoration project, supported by the generosity of 
individual donors and a capital grant from the NEH, ensuring the longevity of Mechanics’ Institute’s gorgeous 
building for generations. 

Thank you again for your continued membership and support. We are eager to engage with our members 
through our innovative programs and services and look forward to working together to continue to make 
Mechanics’ Institute a center where people can learn and share ideas with one another in a community that 
values curiosity and creativity.

Kimberly Scrafano
Chief Executive Officer



San Francisco’s Cultural Institute
Mechanics’ Institute began as a cultural home for workers and artisans. Almost 170 
years later, the Institute still attracts writers, thinkers, and creators with the same mis-
sion: to create opportunities for people to enhance their lives by gaining useful knowl-
edge, skills, and experience in sharing ideas with others. The pandemic, the empty rental 
space, the quieted urban landscape, and the recent tech exodus are forcing San Francis-
co and the downtown core to re-examine how to bring people back and in. At the Insti-
tute, new avenues of engagement were created to build on the virtual and hybrid models 
we initiated almost three years ago. The Institute became a more powerful place as 
folks began to rejoin the community they needed now more than ever—a place to unplug, 
to explore new ideas, to play chess, to foster talents, and to engage with others.

Mechanics’ Institute envisions a world in which people from all backgrounds join in mu-
tual curiosity, in striving together to develop collective skills, and to make a better today. 
The Institute’s hope is that members and the public, through study of the humanities, 
cultural exploration, and strategic gameplay, may use what they learn for good, taking 
part in shaping a stronger, more connected community that helps make your corner of 
the world a much better place.

“Lighting the Way” for the Future 
As members know, since 1905 Mechanics’ Institute has owned the land and, since 1910, 
the Institute building at 57 Post Street in downtown San Francisco. In order to preserve 
the historic building, the Institute initiated a “Landmark Restoration” campaign supported 
by a National Endowment for the Humanities grant of $500,000 and nearly $1,500,000 in 
donor funds for exterior capital improvements. The Institute is excited to report that this 
project is nearing completion. 

In 2021-2022, the Institute also initiated “Lighting the Way,” a new campaign to upgrade 
our electrical and interior lighting, starting with the library book stacks. Further grant 
funding and individual contributions are currently sought for these interior lighting 
upgrades to replace aged fixtures in the five levels of book stacks, the two larger library 
reading rooms, the chess room, special events space, and common areas of the build-
ing. Our estimated cost of the campaign “Lighting the Way” is approximately $630,000. 
The Institute appreciates your support.
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Library
During the fiscal year 2021-2022, the library underwent 
a period of transition as the Institute learned more 
about the reality of a post-pandemic world and how 
other libraries were pivoting to meet member needs. 
Library usage, while consistent, was lower compared 
to pre-pandemic numbers, althought usage grew 
steadily throughout the year. The Institute increased 
its open hours, and now the library is open late two 
evenings per week and on Saturdays. In addition, the 
Institute began offering the popular weekly Wednes-
day tours in person and continued to work hard on 
reviewing and ordering new books, e-resources, and 
services for members.

The Library’s rich collection of more than 160,000 vol-
umes is augmented by increased access to electronic 
films, audio, databases, and ebooks. Members are 
turning more to online resources, including platforms 
such as Ancestry for personal searches, Kanopy for 
film screening, Morningstar and Value Line for stocks 
and financial trade information, and Duolingo for lan-
guage learning. Just as former members Jack London 
and Pulitzer Prize winners Adam Johnson and T. J. 
Stiles made the library a writing home, the Institute 
welcomes all current and incoming writers to make 
the Institute their home of creative inspiration. 

Our Library By the Numbers

Average visits per month

Items circulated

865

14,292

Books purchased 1,856

eBook Titles

eAudiobook Titles

eMagazine Titles

6,590

1,511

4,514
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Chess
Mechanics’ Institute houses the oldest continuously-operating 
chess club in the United States. Host to World Chess champi-
ons over the years, the chess club served players through the 
pandemic and continues to offer both in-person and online 
activities suited to players of all levels, including tournaments, 
lessons, and casual play.

Morever, the Institute is supporting the champions of tomorrow 
through the Mechanics’ Institute Scholastic Chess Program. 
During the last school year (September 2021-August 2022), the 
Institute held classes in 11 schools and experienced an overall 
resurgence in school day and after-school chess activity. The 
2022 San Francisco Scholastic Champioship was held online in 
August with more than 100 young players participating. 

Chess programming continues to have strong engagement as 
individuals find their niche at Mechanics’ Institute. More than 
1,000 individuals participated in 254 class offerings during the 
year, including Beginner Chess, Tactics for Developing Players/
Strategies for Developing Players, Chess Cafe, Women’s and 
Girl’s Chess Class, Art of Attack, Modern Chess Openings, and 
more, as well as camps for youth onsite.

Over the board and online chess tournaments have seen steady 
regrowth, with more than 100 scholastic and regular adult tour-
naments, including five Tuesday Night Marathons.

Scholastic
Chess

Chess
Programs

• 11 schools
• 321 participants
• 454 class sessions

• 2,590 members
• 1,932 non-members
• 254 class sessions

Chess By the Numbers
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Events & Programs
In 2021-2022, author events, conversations, and film salons were hosted 
both virtually and in-person throughout the year. Popular events included 
the National Endowment for the Humanities grant program, “Civil Rights, 
Artistic Diversity, Historical Reckoning,” from September 2021 through 
June 2022 and included the CinemaLit series’ Black Lives on Film, Hidden 
Histories, and Black Lives: Past and Present. 

The Fromm Institute for Lifelong Learning collaborated to bring “A Direc-
tor’s View: Collaborating with Pinter & Stoppard in the Rehearsal Room,” 
presented by Carey Perloff and author J.R. Thorp discussing Learwife: A 
Novel. The Consulate General of Ireland of San Francisco cosponsored 
“Ulysses 100: A City-Wide Celebration” for the 100th Anniversary of 
James Joyce’s novel with performances by local actors, live music, and 
libations. Author Christopher Pollock shared his book, San Francisco’s 
Golden Gate Park: A Thousand and Seventeen Acres of Stories.

CinemaLit screened more than 40 films on a wide range of themes and 
conversations. Of note was the screening of “A Single Man,” followed by 
the discussion with Ruth Stein of “Sitting Down With the Stars: 100 Inter-
views with Hollywood Legends,” which garnered the largest viewership of 
the season.

The Institute appreciates the dedication of all of its volunteers who play 
such a key role in the success of the Institute’s author and literary events. 
In 2022, there were almost 2300 participants for the author and film 
programs. The Institute’s programs and events are informed by member 
and community interests, and the author readings, writers’ workshops, 
technology classes, civic discussions, book groups, film screenings, and 
community gatherings are continuing to grow and expand as more com-
munity members return to the Institute.

Events By the Numbers

Member 
Attendees 5,798

Non-Member 
Attendees 5,982

Total 
Attendees 11,780
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Financials

Institute Donors
$10,000 plus

Anonymous
David B. Goodwin
Dough S. Huestis
Richard Laiderman and 
     Jung-Wha Song 
Ellen W. Leroe in memory of
     Bernard W. Leroe
David Jamison McDaniel Trust
William L. Newmeyer
Mark and Lisa Pinto
Peter A. Reque
Lindsey and Keith Tonsager

$2000-$9999
Anonymous
Joel Bauman
Lindsey Crittenden and
     Craig Schiller
Sheila Cunningham
Hannah T. Hale
Mrs. Louis O. Kelso
L. Daniela Kirshenbaum

Alexandra and Roddy Lindsay
Fritz L. Maytag
Donald R. and Virginia L. Meyer
Jerrold Moskowitz
Nell Newton
Gertrude Bland Platt
Peter B. Wiley
Charles T. Sullivan

$1000-$1999
Anonymous
Nicholas M. Baran
Russell Brandwein
Jack Calvert
Daniel H. Drown
Robert J. Eldred, CFP
Paul A. Fisher
Richard and Ann Frobose, Jr. 
Sandra Hess
Frank L. Leeds
Sukey Lilienthal and David Roe
Tom Lockard
Mark E. Mackler

David J. Madson
Paul McCauley
Anthony Nash
Susan O’Brien
David Reyna
Wallace Samuelson, Jr.
Matthew H. Scanlan
Peter Van der Naillen
Alexander Yuill-Thornton II

$500-$999
Tania Amochaev
Fred Bartig
Catherine Bator
Zubin Beesla
Bruce D. Celebrezze
Ronald Fisher
Jim and Betsy Flack
Brian Flaherty
Arnold T. Grisham and
    Paulina Van
Jennifer P. and 
     David M. Harding

Mike and Lark Hilliard
Eileen Keremitsis
Richard S. and Kathy Marshall
Richard A. Martin
E. Craig Moody
Denise M. St. Onge
David Rakonitz
Philip D. Reed, III
Susan E. Roos
Colin Saunders
Emily Sellers

$200-$499
Andy Ansel
Milton C. Axt, Jr.
Todd H. Baker
Carolyn Bass
Michael Beebe
Bruce and Lyra Bengtson
Matthew S. Blum
Ron Boring and 
     Christine LeGrand
Jason Bucy

Income
Rental Income
Bequests, Donations, Grants

871,160

Chess Room Income
Event Income
Library Services Income
Membership Dues
In-Kind & Other Donations
Grants Awarded for FYE 2022*
Restricted Funds Released

Total Income: 3,146,421

204,984
271,503
9,633
3,376
197,673
75,860
220,000
1,292,232

Expenses
Library, Chess & Events
Building

1,484,445

Fundraising
Management & General
Special Projects 
 & Professional Fees

Total Expenses : 3,138,549

831,293
62,118
684,833
75,860

**This financial report does not reflect the changes in 
the endowment returns. For more information, please 
see our financial audit.

*Grants awarded in FY 21-22, but received FY 22-23.

Mechanics’ Institute thanks the generous individual, foundation, and corporate donors who make our continued growth possible. These 
listings reflect gifts made between September 1, 2021 and August 31, 2022.



Institute Donors
Bernard Choden and 
     Lois H. Scott
Bruce Ira Cohen Federation
John Coffey
Mary Cranston
Martin H. Denicke
Frances Dinkelspiel
Maria E. Donahoe
Christian and 
     Jacqueline Erdman
Charles Eley
John M. Ferreira
Barbara Gaynor
Diane Gibson
Robert B. Graham
Daniel Handler
Donald E. Hard
Joan Hockaday
Leonard Holmes
Lisa Honig
Laurence Kornfield and 
     Catherine Bauman
Martin N. Krasney
Eve and Jerry Lerman
Arthur D. Levy
Jennifer Lindsay
Frank Louie
Arthur Manzi
Sally Marie Martin
Linda A. McBain
Marsha McBride
Trina Merriman
George A. Miller and 
     Janet McKinley
Paul Nasman
Robert P. Noakes
Pascal Renucci and 
     Krisin Hudacek
Susan Rogers
Richard M. Rosenberg
Mark O. Rudo
Stephen M. Sagar and 
     Susan Semonoff
Stephanie Schreiner
Frederik L. Schodt
William M. Sevald
Celia D. Siroskey
Harold Stoddard
Sebby Suarez
Carol Watson
Robert Weston
Nelson and Diana Wild
Dave Yeske and Elissa Buie

$100-$199
David A. Abercrombie
Grace H. Abiko

Thomas Maser
Robert C. May
Marsha McBride
Nion McEvoy and 
     Leslie Berriman
Kevin Patrick McGee
Thomas O. McLaughlin
James R. Moore, Jr.
William D. Murray
Robert P. Noakes
Fred Nunnally
Ed O’neil and Gayle Saldinger
Richard C. Otter
Christine and Anthony Pagano
Ann Parker
Roger Parodi
John C. Paxton
Dorothy Perry
Candice A. Potter
D. A. Powell
Charles Primich and 
     John D. A. Fagundes
Siddarth Shenvi Priolkar
William D. Rauch
Robert Renfeld
Mariana Rexroth
William M. Richardson
Patrick Roche
Richard M. Rosenberg
Susan Rugtiv
Jack M. Saroyan
Richard L. Segal
Vera Shaheen
Michael Shpizner
Jennifer and Tom Soloway
Sonja M. Sonnenburg
Willis D. Sparks
Susan R. Steer
Edward A. Sullivan, III
Shaohua Sun
Betty Ruth Tanzey
Judy Teichman
Peter L. and Gail Todd
Patrick M. Torre
Richard L. Tower, Jr.
Bruce Townley
Sally J. Towse and Burton Kendall
Dalny Travaglio
Jerome D. Vail
Mark D. Vestrich
Rudy De Walque and Ming Zhao
Rita Walsh-Wilson
Richard C. Warmer
Rosalie V. Weaver
Susan Weisber
Marshall White
Donald C. Whitton

Louis A. Williams
Audrey S. Winn
Mary Ann Yuen
Sondra Zentner and 
     Sophie Neubert

Institutional Donors
A.O.Dragge
Cal Humanities
The Morris and Alma Schapiro
     Fund
National Endowment for the
     Humanities
San Francisco Legacy Business    
     Program

Gifts in Memory Of
Matthew S. Blum
 in memory of
 Daniel G. Blum
Russell Brandwein
 Stephen Brandwein
Maria E. Donahoe
 Henry Donahoe
Ellen Leroe
 Bernard W. Leroe
Arthur D. Levy
 Harold and Phyllis Levy
Charles K. McCabe
 Nini McCabe
Dorothy Perry
 Robert L. Perry
David Reyna
 Virginia Reyna
William M. Richardson
 Kathryn Richardson
Richard Smith
 Barbara McMilin
Sonja. M Sonnenburg
 Stephen Parr
Charles T. Sullivan
 William Daniel Sullivan

Gifts in Honor Of
Michelle and Robert Friend 
     Foundation
 in honor of
 Richard Laiderman
Joan Hockaday
 Olmsted’s 200th Birthday
June Johnson
 Mechanics’ Institute  
	 Non-fiction	Writing	Group
Ralph Lewin 
 Mechanics’ Institute Staff
Charles T. Sullivan
 Kimberly Scrafano

Michael and Linda Antonini
Richard Babow
Renee Batti
Richard and Rickie Baum
Sheryl Bize-Boutte
Philip Bowles
Jon L. Brown
Carol Brownson and 
     Paul Wermer
George J. and
     Suzanne Burwasser
Ann H. A. and 
     John C. W. Carroll
Ralph Frederick Caspersen
James Cohee
Richard Compean
Katherine Crocker
Alois J. Crowell
Ann Daughtery
Benner Davenport
Phillip R. and Karen R. Day
Sidney Dietz
Calvin Doucet
Thomas W. Dougherty and      
     Laura Nilsen Dougherty
James Drebenstedt
Judith Duncan
Jacqueline Ellis
Wayne L. Feinstein
Abigail Fiattarone
Cynthia Folkmann
James H. Forsyth
Genevieve S. Fujimoto
Helen Goldsmith and Paul Heller
Elizabeth Groenewegen
Margaret Hamilton
John K. Hanft
Charlton Holland
Nancy F. Ingwersen
Charles Henry James
Meri Jaye
Leonard Holmes
Rick and Ann Homan
A. Roger Jeanson
June Johnson
Annette Kassis
Stewart L. and Lee Katz
Philip S. Keith
Carolyn Kenady
Katie Korzun
Bob Kossler
Michael D. Lampen
Charles E. Larsen
Dana Le
Priscilla Lore
Patricia George Lundberg
Bridget Maley



57 Post Street 
San Francisco, CA 94104 

www.milibrary.org 
 

Library Inquiries 
Call: 415.393.0101 

Email: reference@milibrary.org 
 

Membership Inquiries 
Call: 415.393.0105 

Email: membership@milibrary.org 
 

Support the Institute Today 
Donate: milibrary.org/give 

Join: milibrary.org/join 
Renew: milibrary.org/renew 

 
Board of Trustees
Lindsay Tonsager

President
Lindsey Crittenden
First Vice President
Richard Laiderman

Second Vice President
David B. Goodwin

Third Vice President

Kathy Bella
Sheila Cunningham

John Donaldson
Arnold Grisham
Laura Hamady
Mike Hilliard
Tom Lockard

Jerry Moskowitz
Charles Sullivan

Membership & Your Support

Thank You to Our Volunteers!
Michelle Anderson
Sophie Aldrich
Sheryl J. Bize Boutte
Danny Cao
Diana Carter
Hamilton Carter
Hamilton Carter Jr.
Sam Carter
Kory Cogdill
Colette Duncan
Matthew Felix
David Grennell
Wendy Hall
Rick Homan
Michael Hsu

Judith Kahn
Sherry Kelly
Marcia Leath
Nathan Marken

Sricharan Pullela
Daniel Saur
Steve Simon
Anne Symanovich

As of August 31, 2022, Mechanics’ Institute supported 2,950 members 
who enjoyed a live and virtual community of writers, readers, cinephiles, 
and chess players. This was a slight decrease in overall numbers, attribut-
ed to the difficulties of the pandemic. However, as reported by new mem-
bers, more than 60% joined on a friend’s recommendation. Thank you to 
those passionate individuals for referring new members to the Mechanics’ 
Institute community and thus supporting our community and programs. 

Your contributions to the Institute’s outstanding events, activities, and 
library, are also appreciated and have a direct impact on its ability to 
continue to deliver high quality programs. Donations may be made online, 
by mail, via your company’s matching gifts program, or directly from your 
retirement or other investment account.

For members and other individuals who would like to include Mechanics’ 
Institute in their trusts or wills, joining the James Lick Legacy
Society signals your commitment to the Mechanics’ Institute’s ongoing 
mission so that future generations also will benefit from your generosity.

Please contact membership@milibrary.org to purchase a gift member-
ship, to request donation information, and to discuss giving opportunities.
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